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ARTICLE XLI 


THe Lire of Tuomas BECKET, 4rch- 
bifbop of Canterbury. 


| HE Reverend Mr. Sparke, Prebendary of 
4 Peterborough, publifhed in 1723 a Colle- 
my ion of feveral Hiftorians of England. The 
. frft Piece to be found in that Collection, is the 
Life of Thomas Becket, Archbifhop of Canter- 
ie bury, written by Wiliam Fitz-Stephen. ‘That 
Hiftorian, who was Chaplain to that Prelate, — 
informs us that he was an eye-witnefs of moft 
of the things related by him, and even of the 
ttagical death of the Archbifhop. He had reag 
the antient Latin Poets, and he cites them fome- 
times : his ftyle’is frequently poetical and bom- 
baftick. He begins his Work with a defcription 
Vm of the City of London : I fhall only take notice 
Se May 1727, X of 
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of two or three paflages. He obferves that the 
women of that City were very chafte, and calls 
them on that account true Sabine-women : Urbis 
snatrone ipfe Sabine funt. Here follows what 
he fays of the cuftom of making Cocks fight 
together, which fubfifts ftill to this day. I hall 
fet down the very words of the Hiftorian, to 
give a Specimen of his ftyle. Preterea ({fays 
he) quotanuis, die que vocatur Carnilevaria, wt 
a puerorum Londinie ludis incipiamus ; omnes enim 
pueri fuimus ; [cholarum fingult puert [uos appor 
tant magifiro {uo gallos gallinaceos pugnaces, & 
totum illud antemeridianum datur ludo puerorum 
fpettare in {cholis fuorum pugnas galorum, That 
is, “* Every year, on Shrove-tuefday, every 
** Scholar brings a Cock to his Mafter ; and 
*¢ all the morning thofe children divert them- 
“¢ felves in making their Cocks fight”. It ap- 
pears by the difcourfe of our Author, that the 
inhabitants of London performed many exer- 
cifes, and frequently fought together on foot 
and on horfe back. Thofe exercifes are no lon: 
ger ufed: every one minds now fome thing more 
material ; they think of getting money. “Tis 
certainly a very pleafant thing to get a great 
deal of money, when it can be done without 
injuftice, and without acting againft the rules 
of probity. For, by that means, one may live 
comfortably, and do a great deal of good in 
this world. | 


Among the Saints of Great Britain, none 
“kre fo famous as Lhomas Becket. I hope, the 
following Account of the Life of that Pre- 
late, will not be unacceptable to the Read 
ers. 


'T u 0¢ 
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Tuomas Becket was born at London 
of honeft parents, who lived upon their in- 
come : it was in the twelfth Century. After he 
had gone through his School-learning in that 
City; he repaired to Paris to purfue his ftudies. 
Upon his return to London, he had a public 
employment beftowed upon him, and difcharged 
the duties of that place with great ability. Af- 
terwards he applied himfelf to Theobald, Arch- 
bihop of Canterbury, who took him into his 
Palace. ‘That Prelate had by him fome men 
more learned than Thomas Becket ; but the lat- 
tet made himfelf emirient for his probity and 
txemplary life. He got in procefs of time a 

eat deal of learning. Zbomas loft his ma- 
ers favour through the jealoufy of a Clergy- 
man ; but he recovered it. He took a journey 
toRome more than once for the affairs of the 
Church of England, and was very acceptable to 
the Popes. Hé was a tall handfome man : he 
id a great deal of wit and eloquence, and a 
great foul : he was cheatful and liberal : he af= 
lifted the Poor, and affli€ted people, but refifted 
proud men. 

Thomas had penfions affigned upon feveral 
Benefices. Having obtained leave to go be- 
yond Sea, he ftudied the civil Law at Bologua 
iwhole year, and then at Auxerre. Being re- 
tumed into England, he received the Orders of 
Deacon, and was made Archdeacon of Canter- 
bury: it was the firft Ecclefiaftical Dignity, 
text to thofe of Bifhop and Abbot. Not long 
ther, at the recommendation of the Archbifhop 
f Canterbury and the Bifhop of Winchefter, 
King Henry II. made him Lord Chancellor of 

land. He was a dexterous man: he enter- 
| X 2 tained 
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tained vaft defigns: he had a great experience ; 


and ’tis a queftion, whether any other perfon 
was more ufeful to the King in civil and mili. 
tary affairs. He very much cofttributed to re- 
ftore the public tranquillity of the Kingdom. 
He was we!! beloved by the Clergy, the Soldi- 
ers and the people. His houfe was open to the 
Poor: he invited almoft every day Earls and 
Barons to dinner: gold and filver plate glitter. 
edin his houfe : the moft exquifite difhes and 
wines were brought up to his table. However, 
he was a very fober man. Our Hiftorian heard 
Thom, 7°°s Conteffor fay, that this Chancellor ne- 
ver offended againft the rules of chaftity, whilf 
he was invefted with that Office. A Clergy- 
man of great quality, having feduced a woman, 
by making her believe that her husband was 
Yead ina foreign country, that Magiftrate turn- 
ed him out of bis houfe, and ordered him to be 
put in fetters in the Tower. 

The Englifh Lords, and thofe of the neigh- 
bouring countries, fent their children to that 
Chanee lor, that they might be inftructed be- 

fore his eyes. . The King himfelf ordered that 
his Son, the prefumptive Heir to the Crown, 


fhould i go to that School. In the midft of fuch| 


bright glory, Thomas got himfelf difciplined 
privarély near London by the Prior of the Con- 
vent of the Trinity, and near Canterbury by 3 
Prieft of St. Martin’s. He made confiderable 
prefents almoft every day. The King diverted 
himielf familiarly with him: that Prince going 
through the City on horfe back with the Chan- 
c ellor, in the middle of a very hard winter, met 

a poor man ill cloathed. Were it not a great 
piece of charity, laid he to that Magiftrate, ! 


give a a good ccat to that poor wretch ¢ Certainly, 
anfwer 
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{wered the Chancellor, The King went about 
take from him his great coat : he made {ome 
rfiftance ; but at laft he yielded it, and the King 
give it to that poor man. . 

That Prince defiring to marry his Son Henry 
9 Margaret, daughter of Lewss VII. King ot 
France ; the Chancellor was appointed to go and 
wopofe that marriage. His Embaifly was a mag- 
fificent one : the defcription of it may be teen 
inthe Author. The King of France approved 
he propofal of the merriage. Zvemas did no 
les diftinguifh himfelf in time pf war than in 
time of peace. When Zouloufe was befieged by 
the Englifh,, he had feven humdred Troopers at 
lis own pay : he took fome Caitles, being him- 
lf at the head of his troops, armed from top 
toe. Among other feats, he attacked a great 


Bfrench Lord, and threw him down from his 


horfe. 

Archbifhop Theobald being dead, Thomas fuc- 
weeded him. The King thought this new 
Archbifhop of Canterbury would be no lefs 
fevoted to him, than he had been whilft he 
was Chancellor. He was confecrated in 1162. 
Pope Alexander II. fent him the Pall : Tdomas 
teeived it, bowing to the ground, and bare- 
oted ; for, the Pall, fays the Hiftorian, is a 
great myftery. That Prelate lived a very de- 
Wout life. His difcourfe was ferious and edify- 
ing : he tamed the flefh with a hair-cloth, very 
ugh, €9 vermibus fcaturiente, which reached 
tohis knees : he alfo tamed it with abftinence : 
water was his ufual drink ; and he eat but little 
neat: he frequently expofed his ‘naked back to 
the difcipline. He wore a Monk’s Habit over his 
tit-cloth, as being Abbot of the Monks of 


» ee Canter- 
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Canterbury ; and over that Habit he wore ano- 
ther, like that of the Secular Clergy. 

He conftantly applied himfelf to praying, and 
to the reading of the Sacred Writings : he gave 
the tenth part of his income to neceffitous peo. 
ple : he wafhed every day upon his knees the 
feet of thirteen Poor in a Cell ; and then he 
gave them a good meal, and made them a pre. 
fent. When he was alone, he poured out a flood 
of tears. 


If Ziomas was not a great Sinner, why did 
he live fuch an auftere lite? Why fo many 
tears ? Why fo many difciplines ? Why a hair. 
cloth ? Had he been guilty of fome crimes, one 
would not wonder at thofe aufterities. But fince 
Thomas was not a wicked man, this condu@ 
(I think) cannot be accounted for otherwife, 
than by faying that fuch mortifications were ve- 
ry fafhionable in the Age wherein he lived. They 
procured a reputation of Holinefs. No Prote- 
{tant Prelate did ever defire any body to fcourge 
him: ’tis a fuperftitious practice, which was 
wifely fupprefled by the Reformation. 


The Archbifhop did conftantly oppofe the in- 
juftice of great men. The King himfelf could 
obtain from him nothing that was unjuft. d0- 
mas (fays our Author) was direéted by Rea- 
fon, which commands paffions, as a Miftre/s cca- 
mands her fervants. ‘The Hiftorian expreffes an 
efteem for Reafon, and has a noble idea of Vir- 
tue. Itaque (fays he) dudtu Rationis progrefis 
eft in virtutem, que fefe diligens afpernatur co- 
traria, & a fe oriens, rurfus ad fe revertitut, g 
omnia fua complexa nibil querit aliunde. The 
meaning of thofe werds is, that ZLomas vl 

bs by od Ba ol . 









































id 
ve 


he 
he 


od 


id 


ny § 


Ife 


ice 
ie 
fe, 
Ve- 
ey 
t@e 
ge 


Va§ 


ine 
uld 
boe 
Cae 
Clie 

an 
ire 
us 
Oile 


[he 
was 


led 


ArT. 41.. Of LITERATURE, 331 


led by Reafon to the practice of Virtue; and 
that Virtue is its own reward. A fine Saying, 
which perhaps my Readers would not have ex- 
ed in a Writer of the twelfth Century. 

Thomas loft the King’s favour, by refufing to 
obey him in every thing. Some Courtiers, and 
wen fome Clergymen exafperated that Prince 
wainft him. They put an ill conftru¢tion up- 
on all his words and ations: nay, they pre- 
tended that if that Prelate continued to make 
an ill ufe of his power, the Royal Dignity would 
be in danger. Many Bifhops joined with his 
enemies. Yomas undertook to reunite to his 
Archbifhoprick a Mannor, which had been ali- 
enated from it, and belonged to an Earl. The 
King was difpleafed with it. The Archbifhop 
having put a Clerk into poffeffion of a Church, 
the latter was expelled by the Lord of the Man- 
nor. Zhomas excommunicated that Lord. The 
King ordered him to take off the excommuni- 
cation. The Archbifhop anfwered that it did 
not belong to the King to give fuch an order. 
The King maintained that his Dignity required 
from him, that he fhould not fuffer any perfon, 
who held immediately of him, to be excommu- 
Nicated without his confent. At laft Thomas, 
thinking it proper to pacify the King’s anger, 
took off the excommunication. °Tis obferva- 
ble that long before, the King had conceived a 
hatred againft all the Clergy, by reafon of the 
infolence of fome Ecclefiaftics. He complain- 
ed, in his Council, of the infolence of the Arche 
deacons, who took advantage of the crimes of 
other men, and taxed a Sinner, without ma- 
king him a better man, that they might be able 
to live a luxurious life. Afterwards the King 
hid; “ | defire to reftore peace, which is di- 
4% 4 * fturbed 
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< fturbed in my Kingdom by the wickednefg 
“ of the Clergy: they commit robberies, and 
“ even murders. I demand therefore and re. 
“¢ quire, my Lord of Canterbury, that you and 
‘© vour Suffragan Bifhops fhould confent, that 
“ Clerks convicted of fome crime, be imme. 
“© diately degraded, and delivered to my Off- 
“ cers to be corporally punifhed, without being 
protected by the Church. I demand and re- 
quire that you fhould confent, that one of 
<< my Officers be prefent at that degradation ; 
“¢ that he may immediately take hold of the 
“ Clerk degraded, and the Criminal may not 
“ avoid a corporal punifhment”. The Arch- 
bifhop, not being able to obtain a delay till the 
next day, in order to anfwer the King’s de. 
mand, went out of the Council with his Bi- 
fhops, to debate about that matter. The Bi- 
fhops faid, that according to the Laws of the 
State, a Clerk degraded was to be delivered up 
to the Court, and punifhed corporally. They 
alledged that Law of the Old Teftament, which 
‘condemns to death, or other punifhments, the 
Levites guilty of fome crime. The Archbifhop 
maintained that it was unjuft, and contrary to 
the Canons, that a man fhould undergo two 
punifhments for one crime. © If-the Criminal 
“ is condemned, /a7d be, when he is degraded, 
“* he ought not to be condemned a fecond time. 
** Befides, we ought to take care that the Li 
“* berties of the Church be not oppreffed and 
*° deftroyed by our confent. It is our duty to 
“¢ fight to death for thofe Liberties”. The Bi- 
fhops replied, that the lofs of the Liberties of 
the Church expofed her to no danger. “ It is 


* better, /aid they, that thofe Libertics fhould 
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*be deftroyed, than that we fhould be all un- 
«done. Let us therefore do what the King 
“requires. If we obey him, we fhall fleep qui- 
“etly in the poffeflion of our Churches. Be- 


“time”. Thefe laft words, fays the Hifto- 
fan, concerned the Schifm which was then in 
B® the Roman Church ; for there was an Antipope 
innGermany. The Archbifhop, being animated 
with zeal for the Houfe of God, fays our Au- 
thor, fpoke in the following manner. ‘* I fee 
“that the Liberty of the Spoufe of Chrift is 
“ deftroyed, under pretenfe of a difpenfation. 
® © foolifh Bifhops ! who has bewitched you ? 
“ Why do you conceal your iniquity ynder that 
© word ? Why do you call fo the entire deftru- 
“ Gion of the Church ? You fay, we muft con- 
“ fider the unhappinefs of the time. I grant it ; 
“but we muft not for that reafon heap up fin 
“upon fin. Can’t God affift his Church, with- 
* out our growing more wicked ? Can’t he affift 
“her, without the wickednefs of her Teache 
“ers ? When the Church is in danger, is it 
“not the duty of the Bifhops to expofe them- 
“felves ? If the antient Bifhops founded the 
© Church of Chrift upon their blood, muft not 
“the Bifhops in our days fhed their blood for 
“the Liberties of the Church ? I take God to 
“witnefs, that it is not fafe for us to depart 
“from the eftablifhment which we have re- 
“ceived from our holy Forefathers. We ought 
“not to expofe any body to death, fince we 
“are not fo much as allowed to hear a Caufe 
“ wherein life is concerned ”. 

The fteadinefs of Tomas encouraged his Suf- 
fagans : they did not obey the King. That 
i, Prince 


« fides, we muft confider the unhappinefs of the’ 
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Prince was then contented to ask all the Prelates, 
whether they would promife to obferve the Laws 
of the Realm in every thing. Ys, anfwered 
the Archbifhop ; but without prejudice te the Pri- 
wileges of our Order. Ali the other Bifhops made 
the fame anfwer. The King infifted upon an 
abfolute promife, but could not obtain it. Be- 
ing then tranfported with anger, he went out § 
of the Council, and even out of Town. The 
people murmured; the Clergy were moved. 
The Bifhops being frighted, followed the King : 
they were afraid of hearing immediately that he 
had deprived them of their eftates : they made 
an agreement with him, without {peaking of 
the privileges of their Order. Zhomas, torfa- 
ken by his Suffragans, whom the Hiftorian calls 
Reeds toffed by the wind, faid: ** I fhall never 
“ forget my God and my Order, by making an § 
** agreement with a mortal man. I fhall never 
“© defpife my God, through the fear of any 
“ man. If an Angel came down from heaven, 
‘* and gave me fuch an advice, let him be Ana- 
“ thema”. We thall quickly fee that the Pre- 
late did not continue long in this refolution. 
The King, being angry with the Clergy, cal- 
Jed a Parliament at Clarendon, and propofed to 
that Affembly the antient Laws of the Realm 
concerning Ecclefiaftics. He demanded that 
a Clerk accufed of a robbery, or of fome other 
crime, fhould be tried by his Officers ; that a 
Baron, an Earl, &c. fhould not be excommu- 
nicated without confulting the King ; that no 
Appeal fhould be made to the Pope, till after 
having examined the Caufe in an Ecclefiaftical 
Court, and then in one of the King’s Courts; 
that no Bifhop, nor any other Clerk, fhould g¢ 
to the Court of Rome without the King’s — 
either 
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either by the Pope’s order, or of his own moti« 
on. I omit fome other Articles, contrary to 
the pretenfions of the Clergy. ‘The King de- 
manded that the Clergy fhould approve all thofe 
Articles. They were approved by all the Bi- 
fhops, and at laft by Thomas himfelf, tor fear 
of being put to death. The King fent thofe 
Decrees to the Pope, to be confirmed by him, 
The Pontiff baving read them, rejected them 
with indignation: gue ipfe lecta & inteletta ree 
obavit, damnavit. 

The Archbifhop repented of his fault, fays 
the Author : he afflicted his body with new mor- 
tifications, and gave over affifting at the Altar, 
till he had been abfolved by the Pope. ‘That 
Prelate repaired to Woodftock, to {peak with the 
King ; but he was fhut out of the Palace. Be- 
ing returned to Canterbury, he endeavoured 
twice to go beyond Sea ; but the wind happen- 
ed to be contrary. That defign increafed the 
King’s anger. He called another Parliament at 
Northampton. ‘The Archbifhop beimg arrived at 
that Town, went to Court : he fat in the firft 
Room, waiting for the King, who was at Mafs. 
When that Prince came in, he did not give the 
ufual Kifs to the Archbifhop. Zhomas defired 
immediately that he would be pleafed to order 
one of his houfes to be reftored to him, which 
had been taken from him by Wiliam de Courcy. 
The King granted his requeft. The Archbifhop 
had been cited to Court, about an affair that con- 
cerned the Marfhal ; but inftead of making a 
perfonal appearance, he had only fent four 
Knights to juftify his caufe. The King being 
angry at it, cited the Prelate a fecond time. 
Thomas told the King, that he was come by 
poe SF Sly Sepang Symone, Oey time dy 
\ the 
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the Marfhal happened to be at London. The 
next day, the Bifhops, Earls and Barons bein 
met, the Archbifhop was accufed of high trea. 
fon, for not appearing at Court according to the 
King’s Summons. None of his excufes were 
approved. All the Lords were agreed that he 
fhould be fined at the King’s difcretion. Bur 
when the queftion was to give Sentence againft 
him, the Bifhops and the temporal Lords de- 
clined it. The King being difpleafed with that 
difpute, the Bifhop of Winchefter pronounced 
the Sentence agzinft his will. All the Bifhops, 


except that of London, gave bail for the Arch- 


bifhop. 

Two days after, he was required to give an 
account of the revenues of the Bifhopricks and 
Abbeys which had been vacant, whilft he was 
Chancellor. He faid that he was not ready to 
an{wer upon that head. The King required bail 
from him. He anfwered, that he muft confult 
upon that affair his Suffragans and his Clergy ; 
and then he went away. 

The next day, all the Prelates repaired to 
him. He confulted about that matter the Bi- 
fhops and Abbots in private. The Bifhop of 
Winchefter was of opinion, that endeavours 
fhould be ufed to pacify the King with a Sum 
of money: they offered him two thoufand 
Marks. The King rejected that propofal. Some 
Clergymen advifed the Archbifhop to maintain 
his dignity and the Rights of the Church : they 
added that he had nothing to fear, fince he was 
not charged with any crime, or any infamous 
ation. Others {poke quite otherwife : they faid 
that the King’s anger was very dangerous, and 
that they underftood, he defired that Z/omas 
fhould leaye his Archbifhoprick to his difcre- 

| tion, 
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tion. The Bifhop of Chichefter told him: 
Would to God, you could refolve to be no longer 
Archbifoop , and only Thomas : Utinam poffes 
fe non Archiepifcopus, & remanere Thomas. 
Three days after, the Archbifhop celebrated 
the Mafs, Etenim federunt, at St. Stephen’s Al- 
tar. His enemies made it a crime to the King: 
they faid, he intimated thereby that he was a 
fecond Stephen perfecuted. After Mafs, the 
Archbifhop fet out to goto Court. He had a 
mind to go thither barefooted, and loaded with 
sCrofs, to ask the King the peace of the Church 5 
but his Clergy did not approve fuch a defign. 
He got on horfeback, being preceded by his 
Crofs-bearer ; and when he came to Court, he 
took the Crofs into his hands. The Bifhop of 
London, who did not love the Archbifhop, hap- 
pened then to be at the Court-Gate. An Arch- 
deacon who had accompanied Zhomas, {poke 
thus to that Bifhop: Do you fuffer my Lord to 
carry the Crofs ¢ Friend, anfwered the Bifhop, 
be has always been a fool, and will always be fo. 
Thomas went into a Room, and fat there: the 
Bifhops ftood about him. Every one looked 
upon him-with amazement. ‘The Bifhop of 
London <advifed him to give his Crofs to one 
of his Chaplains. ‘* It feems, /aid be, that 
“with fuch an equipage you have a mind to 
“put the whole Kingdom into confufion. You 
“ have a Crofs in your hands ; but if the King 
“draws his Sword, what will become of the 
“ Archbifhop? It were my duty, anfwered 
“ Thomas, to have always a Crofs in my hands, 
“if it was poffible. I know what I am doing : 
* tis to preferve the peace of the Church. You 
* may fay what you pleafe ; but if you was in 
“ my cafe, you would think otherwife. If the 
“ King 
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“© King drew his Sword, as you fay, it would 
“© not be a fign of peace”: 


The King fent. for all the Bifhops. The 
Archbifhop of York went in laft, to make peo- 
ple believe that he was not a Mcmber of that 
Council. ‘That Prelate had alfo the Crofs car. 
ried before him, guaft pila minantia pilis, fays 
our Hiftorian. The Pope had forbid him to 
have the Crofs carried before him in the Pro- 
vince of Canterbury ; but he did not obey that 
order. Zbomas had been told that he would be 
apprehended on that day, or affaffinated, as it 
were, without the King’s knowledge. One.of 
his Chaplains advifed him, in cafe he fhould be 
fet upon by profligate men, to excommunicate 
them immediately. But our Hiftorian, who fat 
at the Archbifhop’s feet, told him that he fhould 
zather imitate the patience of the Apoftles and 
Martyrs, and pray for thofe who fhould attack 
him. If you fuffer (continued he) for righ- 
teoufnefs, and for the Liberties of the Church, § 
your Soul will be happy, your memory will be 
blefled ; but if you pronounce a Sentence of 
Excommunication, your enemies will look up- 
on it as an effect of your anger and refentment. 
Not long after, our Author had a mind to 
{peak again to the Archbifhop ; but an Officer 
of the Court hindered him, faying: Let no bo- | 
dy fpeak to him. Our Hiftorian made him 2 
fign to look upon the Crucifix which he held in 
his hands ; Thomas underftood that fign, and 
comforted himfelf in the Lord. Whilft he was 
in that condition, thofe who faw him, made 
melancholy reflexions upon the vanity and uns 
certainty of the things of this world. 
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In the mean time, the Bifhops told the King 
that the Archbifhop complained, they had ufed 
him with too great a rigour, though he was 
pot guilty of any contempt of the Court, b 
ftting a fine upon him, at His Majefty’s dif- 
cetion. ‘The Prelates added, that Thomas had 
ippealed to the Pope, and that he had forbid 
them in the name of the Pontiff to try him 
yout the matter relating to the revenues of the 
Bihhopricks and Abbeys vacant whilft he was 
Chancellor. The King ordered many Lords to 
go and ask him, whether he owned that Appeal 
md that Prohibition, though he was his Sub- 
ect, and had promifed to obferve faithfully the 
Conftitutions of Clarendon. 'The King ordered 
iifo that he fhould be asked, whether he would 
pomife to give an account of his former Ad- 
niniftration, and to fubmit to the judgment of 
the Court. The Archbifhop, looking ftedfaftly 
won the Crucifix, anfwered that he had {worn 
to be faithful to the King, and that he was 

m bound to obey him, faving the obedience he 

owed to God, and the Rights of his Epifcopal 
dignity. That he had faithtully ferved the King 

in England and France, and run in debt on ac- 
count of that Service. ‘That when he was made 
Archbifhop, the King had not accufed him of 
iny mifdemeanour. That he could not give the 
mail that was required from him: ‘That he own- 
td, he had’appealed to the Pope. That he per- 
ifted in that Appeal, and put himfelf and the 
Church of Canterbury under the proteétion of 
| WB God and the Pope. Some Lords, looking upon 
| Bhim with an evil eye, faid that Wiliam the Con- 
- Bweror had found a way of taming the Clergy. 
The King, being informed. of the Archbifhop’s 
2 an{wer, 
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anfwer, demanded that the Bifhops and the tem. 
poral Lords fhould condemn him. The Bifhops 
anfwered that they could not oppofe his Appeal. 
They had another Conference with the Arch- 
bifhop. The Bifhop of Lincoln wept, and fome 
other Prelates could hardly forbear fhedding 
tears. The Bifhop of Chichefter {poke to the 
Archbifhop in thefe words: ‘*\My Lord of 
“© Canterbury, we have great reafon to com- 
*¢ plain of you ; for, you have put us. between 
“ the Anvil and the Hammer. If we do not 
“ obey your Appeal, we fhall be guilty of dif- 
°° obedience ; and if we comply with it, we 
“* fhall offend the King. °*Tis not long fince 
“© we promifed him to obferve faithfully the 
** Laws of the Kingdom. But, to do nothing 


“ that may be prejudicial to us, we appeal to 


“< the Pope, and are willing to obey you for 
once”. : 

The Archbifhop anfwered : © I perfift in my 
“* Appeal. I have promifed nothing, that is 
** contrary to the Rights of the Church. What 
** is repugnant to divine Laws, cannet be faith- 
“* fully obferved. The King defired the Pope 
** to confirm his royal prerogatives ; but the 
** Pontiff refufed to do it. This is an example, 
*¢ which teaches us to approve what the Church 
“* of Rome approves, and to rejeét what is re- 
<* jected by her. Befides, if we have promifed 
© an unjuft thing, you know we are not bound 
** to perform our promife ”. 

Soon after, the Archbifhop went out of the 
Court, bearing the Crofs. Some called him 3 
perjured man, and atraytor. He retired to his 
lodgings in St. Andrew’s Monaftery ; and aftet 


having faid his prayers before an Altar, he ae 
—— > the 
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the Crofs in the Chapel of the Holy Virgin. 
That Crofs proved doubtlefs very beneficial to 
bim that day : Ybomas knew very well what he 
did, when he refolved to have it in his hands at 
Court. He ordered his Domeftics not to return 
injurious words. The King being informed 
that he had been abufed by fome perions of the 
Court, caufed a proclamation to be made by 
found of trumpet in all the towns and villages 
he was to go through, that no body fhould give 
him ill language. The Archbifhop {pent the 
whole night in the Church. The King fent 
immediately to the Pope the Archbifhop of York, 
four Bifhops, two Earls, two Barons, and three 
Clergymen of his Court. They made all poffi- 
H@ ble hafte, and arrived the next day at Dover, 
‘Wi being afraid that the Archbifhop of Canterbury 
would prevent them. That Prelate and the Ame 

bafladors croffed the Sea on the fame day. Toa 
y mas, having landed at Gravelines, went on foot 

for fome time with two of his Domeftics ; and 
being no longer able to walk, he hired a horfe 
.@@ in a village, and rid upon him without a fade 
Mi de, Afterwards he repaired to St. Omer’s by 
, water. The Abbot and the Monks of St. Bera 
tin’s tecéived him: with tears in their eyes. He 
| expected in that City the arrival of all his Ser-. 
vants, and having obtained a Pafs from the Count 
of Flanders, he fet out for France. The Arch- 
bihop of Reims, the Bifhops, Abbots, Arch- 
deacons and Curates, went to meet him, and 
oflered him their Services. The King himfelf 
was moved with his misfortune, and rejoiced at 
his deliverance. 





Pope Alexander IIL, who refidéd at Sens in 
Champagne, was informed at the fame time of 
~ May 172%. Y the 
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the arrival of the Archbifhop of Canterbury, 
and of the Ambafladors of the King of Bug. 
land. He fent word to that Prelate not to come, 
before he heard from him. Every body in 
France was concerned for the Archbifhop, and 
feemed to be angry with the Englifh Ambaffa. 
dors, and particularly with the Bifhops. The 
latter thought fit to conceal their names. The 
Ambaffadors being arrived at Sexs, had audi- 
ence of the Pope. They highly commended 
the King of England; they faid that he was 
devoted to the Pope and the holy. Roman 
Church ; that he was a lover of peace, and a 
magnificent Prince ; that he refpeéted the Cler- 
gy ; that if he had a difference with the Arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, it was not his fault ; and 
this quarrel might quickly be at an end by the 
interpofition of the Pope and the Roman Church, 
One of the Ambafladors {poke of the power and 
wealth of the King of England : none of them 
made any complaint againft the Archbifhop. 
The Pope anfwered that he was very glad to 
hear that the King of England was a very ho- 
neft man ; and that he wifhed God would be 
pleafed to increafe his virtues. ‘Three or four 
Clergymen who did belong to the Archbifhop, 
arid ftood at the Pope’s feet, had a mind to 
foeak in favour of their Mafter ; but the Pon- 
tiff told them, that it was unneceffary, fince no- 
* thing was alledged againft him. However, the 
Ambaffadors fpoke of the affair relating to Tho- 

nias Becket : they endeavoured to gain the Pope | 
by great promifes: they told him that the King 
would make all the inhabitants of his Kingdom 

pay St. Peter’s Penny, and that the revenue of | 
the Church of Rome in England would increafe 
: every 
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every year to a thoufand pounds of filver. But 
petceiving that the Pope was inflexible, they 
went away at the end of three days. 

. After their departure, they faw on the other 
fide of a river the Archbifhop of Canterbury, 
attended by above three hundred men on horfe-~ 
back. When that Prelate came near the City 
of Sets, many Cardinals went to meet him ; 
and when he came into the Pope’s Hall, that 
Pontiff got up, kiffed and embraced him with 
tears in his eyes. 

In the mean time, the Ambaffadors returned 
into England. The King ordered that the Arch- 
bifhop and all his Clerks fhould be aeprived of 
their Ecclefiaftical revenues, and that all the 
Relations and all the Domeftics of that Prelate, 
both Clerks and Laymen, fhould be expelled 
from the Kingdom. ‘That Order was executed 
with great rigour. All the Relations of the 
Archbifhop in Liondon were obliged to {wear 
that they would leave the country immediately. 
All of them, with their wives and children, 
lome of whom were fucking children, all the 
Servants of the Prelate, and even fome perfons 
who had received him one night, when he wan- 
dered up and down, retired into France. They 
were treated there with great humanity. The 
Bifhops, Abbots, Lords and other perfons took 
the men into their houfes ; the Nuns harboured 
the women and little children in their Mona- 
ry ; fo that none of thofe exiles wanted any 
thing. 

Thomas confeft to the Pope that he had com- 
> Mm Mitted a fin, by permitting to be ele¢ted Arch- 
_ Bp bithop by the King, and fubmitting to his de- 
_ Bees, though contrary to divine laws. °*Tis 
lid that he refigaed his Archbifhoprick to the 

Y 2 Pon- 
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Pontiff, as if he had been unworthy of it ; that 
the Pope kept it three days, and then reftored 
it to him. The Pope being informed of his 
penances and aufterities at the Confeflion-Chair, 
loved him tenderly as a juft and holy man. 
After he had made fome ftay with the Pope, 
he retired to Pontigny in an Abbey of the Cifer- | 
cian Order, and was maintained there by the 
Monks with all his Servants. _ During his exile, 
which lafted near feven years, he continued to 
erform acts of penitence, and to fanétify him. 
felf: he fpent his time in ftudy, and applied 
himfelf particularly to the reading of the holy 


Scripture. There was no Book well approved, § 


but what he got tranfcribed for the ufe of his 
Church. 

About the latter end of the firft year of his 
exife, he writ a Letter of exhortation to the 
King. ‘That Prince being arrived in Normand), 
fome French Religious fpoke to him in favour 
of Thomas, but found him inexorable. That 
Prelate writ many Letters to his Suffragan Bi- 
fhops, in which he exhorted them to fight for 
the Houfe of God without any fear. The Bi- 
fhop of London frequently anfwered his Let- 
_ters: that Bifhop advifed the Pope to do no- 
thing that might exafperate the King, left that 
Prince fhould join with the Emperor, and de- 
clare for the Antipope. He added, that there 
would be men enough in England, who would 
receive their Crofiers from that Idol. 

The Archbifhop had excommunicated all thofe 
who were poffeft of the revenues of his Church, 
and of his Clerks ; but no account was made 
of that excommunication. He exhorted his 
Suffragans not to fuffer that the King fhould 
opprefs the Clergy, and he difpenfed from bos 

, obiers 













































Art. 41. of LITERATURE. 345 


obfervation of the Laws abovementioned, all 
thofe who had promifed to obferve them. The 
King being difpleafed with it, found an expe~ 
dient to make him leave the Abbey into which 
he had rétired. He made the Monks of that 
Convent afraid, that if they kept the Arch- 
bithop, that Prince would expel trom England 
all thofe of their Order, who-were very nume- 
rous in this Kingdom. The King of France 
took care of Yhomas, provided for his main- 
tenance, and made him confiderable-prefents. 
The Pope writ to the King of England in 
fiyour of the Archbifhop : he fent to him fome 


m Nuncios ; and becaufe the King did not appear 


inclined to obey, he threatened him. The Bi- 
hop of Salisbury, having incurred the King’s 
difpleafure, endeavoured to pacify him, by giving 
the Deanry of that City to one of his Chaplains, 
though the Pope had forbid him to give it 
to any body whatfoever, without the confent 
of his Canons, fome of whom had followed the 
Archbifhop in his exile. Zbomas excommuni- 
tated that Bifhop by the Pope’s order. He did 
ifo thunder out an excommunication againft 
the Bifhop of London, and againft fome Ba- 
tons and fome Clergymen of the Court. Sic 
wimirum, {ays our Hiftorian, ante leonem catulé 
verberantur. ‘The King demanded of the Pope 
the abfolution of the excommunicated perfons ; 
which’ was granted to him, becaufe he gave 
hopes of a reconciliation. ‘To mitigate that 
Prince, the excommunication was not taken off 
by the Archbifhop of Canterbury ; and even 
the Pope deprived that Prelate for fome time af 
the power of binding the King or his Subjeéts. 
The Pontiff being deceived in his expectation, 
(pened again the mouth of the Archbifhop. The 
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King, tranfported with anger, ordered that St. 
Peter's Penny fhould not be paid tothe Pope ; 
he alfo ordered that no body fhould come into 
England without a Pafs ; for he was afraid that 
an Interdiétion would be brought into the: King- 
dom. iv | 


Let us obferve by the way, that there is no 
power comparable to that of the Church : her 
Fulminations are more dreadful than the Artil- 
lery of the moft abfolute Princes. Hiftory af- 
fords undeniable proofs of it. Nothing can be more 
terrible than an Interdi€tion ; and therefore ’tis 
no wonder that the King of England*fhould have 
been afraid of it. I could give here fome in- 
{tances of the amazing power of the Church in 
other refpeéts ; but it would look-too much like 
a digreflion. 


The Bifhop of London, and:the other Pre- 
lates, to avoid an Interdiction, endeavoured for 
the fpace of a year to impofe upon the Arch. 
bifhop. 

The King of France, and the great men of 
that country, exhorted the King of England to 
be reconciled to the Archbifhop. That Prince 
confented to it ; and fome Conferences wer, 
held for that purpofe. The Archbifhop faid tha, 
he was difpofed to peace, faving the. honour off 


reftriction made the Conferences ufelefs. Many 


God, and the Liberties of the Church. This 
friends of the Archbifhop, who defired to re : 


turn into their country, were difpleafed with ' 
the Prelate for infifting upon that article, thougif, 
the King offered to reftore his Church to him ' 
After the laft Conference, the horfe of a Clet 
gyman who rid: before the Archbifhop, falling 
under him, that Clergyman faid to him Rill 
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fave the honour of God and of holy Church, The 
Archbifhop heard thofe words with grief, and 
was filent. Soon ‘after they baited, and the 
Prelate faid to his Chaplains : “* Dear friends, 
“ who have fhared in all my fufferings, why do 
“ you talk fo ? My reftoration is the moft incon- 
* fiderable thing : the Liberties of the Church, 
“ about which the King is altogether filent, are 
“the main matter”. All thofe Chaplains ap- 
proved that difcourfe : they acknowledged their 
fault, and declared that the Prelate was a holy 
; @ Man, and a great Champion of the Church, 
: The Pope hearing that the Conferences had 
. j proved ineffectual, gave the Archbifhop of Can- 
1 @ terbury the power of pronouncing a Sentence of 
e  Excommunication againft the King’s perfon. 
That Prince being intormed of it, fent an Am-~- 
baffador to the Pope, who propofed to him to 
€ Bi transker Thomas to another Archbifhoprick ; or 
Ot Mito recall the power he had given to that Pre- 
h- i late to excommunicate the King ; or to put off 
the Sentence of Excommunication, in hopes 
Ot of a {peedy reconciliation. The Pope took this 
tO lft courfe : he exhorted the King feveral times 
nto be reconciled to the Archbifhop ; and be- 
er’ caufe this expedient did not fucceed, he threat- 
that enéd to Jay the Ax at the root of the tree. The 
King, who underftood very well the meanins 
of thofe words, required from all his Subjects, 
above fifteen years of age, to promife upon 
ath that they would receive no Letter from 
he Pope and the Archbifhop ; and that thofe 
Bvho fhould bring Letters from them, fhould 
le delivered up to the Magiftrate, as enemies 
0 His Majefty, The Archbifhop of York op- 
Mgpoled that oath, The other Bifhops permitted 
Ril Y 4 that 
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that it fhould be taken in their Diocefes. by. 
mas being informed of that affair, writ private. 
ly into England, and declared that he abfolved 
from that oath all thofe who had taken it againft 
their will. 


The King being returned into England, 
caufed his Son Henry to be fuddenly crowned 
by the Archbifhop.of York. Zbomas, who fore- 
faw that event, had obtained a Brief from the 


Pope, whereby he forbade all the Bifhops of § 


England to’crown the King’s Son, becaufe it 
was a privilege af the Archbifhops of Canter- 
bury. The King went again beyond Sea after 
that Coronation. °Tis faid that fome body told 
him, or writ to him: Why is the Archbifbop 
fuffered to be out of the Kingdom? It were better 
to keep bim confined in England, than to let bim 
be out of it. The King underftood the mean- 
ing of thofe words, and from that time refol- 
ved to have an interview with the Archbifhop, 
and to grant him whatever he defired. Jfud 
fuit (fays the Author) arcana non enarrabile 
fibra * Regis Anglorum, nevit Deus, qui {cruta- 
tur renes €9 corda, nou ego, Sed qui poft rem 
operibus crediderunt, boc de eo intellexerunt. 
Towards the latter end of the fixth year of 
Thomas’s exile, the Archbifhops of Reims, Seus, 
and Roueu, another Archbifhop, the Bifhop of 
Nevers, and the Abbot of Graudmoxt, met in 
the Pope’s name with the Bifhop of Poitiers, 
moft of the Bifhops of Normandy and the great 


* It appears by thefe words, arcana non enarrabile fibray 
that the Hiftorian had read the Poet Perfus, 


Lords 
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Lords of France, to reconcile the King of Eng- 
nd and the Archbifhop of Canterbury. The 
Bithop of Worcefter was the only Englifh Bifhop 
who appeared in that Affembly. The King of 
England and the King of France difcourfed to- 
gether in private. The Conference was held 
the next day in the King of France’s Domini- 
ons ¢ ; and therefore this Prince did not think 
it proper to be prefent at it. The King of Eng- 
land granted all the Articles that concerned the 
Liberties of the Church: he promifed to re- 
fore Thomas to the Archbifhoprick of Canter- 
bury, and his Chaplains to the Benefices of 
which they had been deprived. The Arch- 
bihhop thanked the King for all the favours he 
had received from him: he faid that he was 
| bound to obey him, faving the honour of God 
and of holy Church ; and he,complained that 
the Archbifhop of York had crowned the Prince. 
The King anfwered, that he would take care to 
preferve that privilege to the Church of Can- 
terbury, The Archbifhop lighted then from his 
horfe, to proftrate himfelf at the King’s feet. 
That Monarch lighted alfo, embraced the Pre- 
late, and made him rife. That fpeétacle drew 
tears from all thofe that were well affeéted, The 
King was defired to give the Archbifhop the 
Kifg of peace. ‘That Prince having faid in one 
of the Conferences abovementioned, that he 
had {worn in his anger never to kifs the Arch- 
bithop ; the Pope had abfolved him from that 
cath, and enjoined him upon the falvation of 
his foul to give the Kifs of peace to that Pre- 
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late. “The King did not obey that order in this 
laft Conference. ‘* I fhail kifs a hundred times 
“ (faid he) in my Dominions the mouth, the 
“6. hands and the feet of the Archbifhop ; I thal] 
“¢- hear his Maffes a hundred times ; but I wil] 
** not do it now. I {peak fincerely. My ho- 
“<° nour requires that fome regard fhould be had 
“© to me upon this occafion. The Kifs I thall 
“¢ give in my Dominions, will appear a greater 
“ favour, than if I gave ‘it out of neceffity ”. 
The Archbifhop appeared fatisfied with this de- 
claration :-all the Spectators expreffed a great 
joy. The King and the Archbifhop had a Jong 
Converfation together in-private ; and then the 
Affembly broke up. 

The King gave the. Archbifhop leave to go 
and thank the Pope and his other Benefactors, 
He was to come again to that Prince, who had 
promifed to return with him into England, or 
to get him accompanied thither by the Arch- 
bifhop of Ronen, that he might be received ve- 
ry reipectfully. In the mean time the King or- 
dered that the Prelate and his Chaplains fhould 
be reftored to all their eftates ; but that reftitu- 
tion was not complete : which raifed fufpicions 
in the minds of many perfons. The Archbifhop 
fent a meffenger to the Pope, to thank him for 
. all his favours : he expreffed his acknowledg- 
ment to the Religious Orders, and to all thofe 
who had relieved him, and took his leave of 
them. The great Men of the Kingdom gave 
him horfes, cloaths and every thing neceflary 
for his return... As he was taking his leave of 
the King of France, he told him among other 
things : Nos émus in Angliam Iudere pro capitt- 
bus. The King anfwered him ; * I think fo 
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“too. Certainly, my Lord Archbifhop, fince 
“your King has not given you the Kifs of 
« peacey if you believe me, you will not truft 
“him. Stay here during my reign : you fhall 
“ want nothing”. Zhomas replied : The wilt of 
God be done. The King and the Archbifhop 
parted not without tears: ‘That Prelate told 
ilfo the Bifhop of Paris: I am going to die in 
Rugland. One of the King’s Officers, named 
Richard. de Haliwell, confeffing his fins to a 
Prieft, told him among other things, that he 
had fealed a Letter fent into England to get 
the Archbifhop killed, and that Nigelus de Sack- 
vile had writ it with tears in his eyes. He 
idded, that he had made the fame Confeffion 
toan Englifh Bifhop ; that he had defired a pe- 
nance to be laid upon him ; that the Bifhop an- 
lwered him, You have executed the orders of your 
Mafter ; and that he prefcribed no penance to 
himj as if he had committed no crime. Rey- 
wld de Waren went one day into the Chapter- 
houfe of the Canons of Southwark ; and as they 
were difcourfing about the corruption of the 
Age, he faid to them : “ I befeech you to pray 
“for me. Perhaps you will quickly hear that 
“ fome thing has been done in England, which 
“was never done before. It will be againft 
“my will; but I am not own mafter”. 
That difcourfe furprifed theCanons :'they knew 
hot what that man meant, and did not under- 
fund’ it till the Archbifhop was affaffinated. 
However, he had no hand in the tragical death 
of the Prelate. I know not whether thofe facts 

are true. - | 
In the mean time, the King fent word to: - 
Archbifhop, that the ftay he made in France w - 
lufpicious to him ; and ordered him to nt 
, ort 
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forthwith into England. Zomas came again 
to the King at Zours, and then at Amboife. The 
Ceremonies of the Mafs being little known to 
me, I think it will not be amifs to fet down 
here the following words, without tranflating 
them. Befides, they will be another Specimen 
of the Author’s ftyle, Jterum ad curiam venit 
apud Ambeife. Reve ipfa die adbuc miffam erat 
auditurus. Nigelus de Saccavilla, regis clericus 
€9 figilifer, €9 cut unam de bonis Ecclefits Archi- 
epifcopt rex donaverat, quam niodo timebat amit. 
tere, regi nuntiat Archiepifcopum effe in capella, 
€9 forte tam tempeftive & ante miffam venilfe, ut 
ei ad miffam ofculum pacis ferat ; fed fi domins 
rex velit, fraudari poffe Archiepifcopum ofculo. 
Rex : quonam modo? Ide: Dicat facerdos miffam 
pro fidelibus defunttis. Rex adquievit, & fatium 
eft ita. Poft illam miffam dittum eft, at affolet, 
iu wveneratione domineé nofire perpetue vérginis 


Marie, Salve fanéta parens : quo ditto facerdos ¥ 


textum evangelii ofcuiatus eft, €8 accedenti ad 
eur, €8 ofculanti Archiepifcopo tradidit Regi de- 


fereidum, Quo ofculato, Archiepifcopus Regi ait: 


Domine, modo in terram veftram ad vos vent: 
date &3 mibi pro tempore, €8 loco, €8 conditto, pa- 
cts ofculum. Rese: Alia vice fatis babebis. Quam 
repulfam €8 Archiepifcopus, €9 omnes taciti wota- 
verunt. It appears from this paflage, and from 
what I have faid above, that the King was not 
truly reconciled to Zhomas Becket. On the 
fame day, they had a long Converfation toge- 
ther. ‘The Archbifhop took his leave of the 


King. That Prince faid to him : ** Go in peace: 


“ Vil follow you: I fhall fee you either at 


‘© Rouen, or imEngland, as. foon as poffible”. 

The Archbithop anfwered: § Sir, I have it in 
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“my thoughts, that you will never fee me 
“ again in this world”. Do you take me for a 
weacberous man? replied the King. God for- 
jid! faid the Prelate. Ybomas being arrived at 
Rouen, found there the Dean of Sa/zsbury, who 
was the only perfon that was to conduct him 
ito England. The Archbifhop cried out: 
Woat an aiteration! He told the Archbifhop 
of Rouen: “ Is this what the King promifed 
“me? Why is he not here ? Where is the 
“ Kifs of peace ? I have brought hither my 
“creditors : where is the money which the 
“King had promifed ?. He does not keep his 
© word”. Zhomas asked the fame Archbifhop, 
whether he had received orders to conduét him 
ito England. ‘That Prelate anfwered nega- 
tively, and gave him three hundred pounds of 
hisown money. At laft the Archbifhop of Can- 
terbury repaired to the coafts of Flanders, having 
n0 other Leader but the Dean of Salisbury : he 
evolved all thofe things in his mind, and thought 
thiefly of the Kifs of peace, which the King 
hd refufed to give him. That Prelate had re- 
tived a Letter from the Pope, who exhorted 
him to return into England without fearing any 
thing, and to perform the functions of his mi- 
niftry. He had alfo received a Bull from the 
Pontiff, whereby he fufpended the Archbifhop 
a York for having crowned the young King, 
ind all the Bifhops who had affifted at that ce- 
mony. ‘That Bull was attended with ano- 
ther, which renewed the Excommunication of 
the Bifhops of London and Salisbury. Zbomas 
nt them immediately into England by a mef- 
lnger, who found the Archbifhop of York and 
the Bifhop of London at Canterbury. ‘Thefe 
‘wo Prelates, who were preparing themfelves to- 


go 


sau 
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go beyond Sea, having read thofe thundering 
Bulls, which contained .thefe words, Implemiys 
facies veftras ignominia, were altogether con- 
founded. 


In the mean time, the Archbifhop of Canter. 
bury arrived at the Port of Wit/and. The wea- 
ther was clear, and the Sea pretty calm ; and 
though the fhip was ready to fail, yet the Arch- 
bifhop feemed unwilling to imbark. Some of 
his Chaplains told him: “ My Lord, we fee 
“© England : the Sails of many fhips are blown. 
“ Why don’t you take fhipping ? Is it with us, 
*¢ as it was with Mo/fes, who faw the promifed 
“ Land, without entering into it”? The Arch- 
bifhop anfwered among other things: ‘ Why 
* are you fo hafty ? You will not be forty days 
“* in England, without wifhing to be in any 
“ other place”. Zhomas had been informed, 
that if he landed at Dover, he would be affafi- 
nated ; and that the Archbifhop of York and 
the Bifhop of London were come near the Sea 
. to favour that attempt. The Archbifhop being 
imbarked, told the Captain of the fhip, that he 
defigned to land at Sandwich, becaufe that Port 
belonged to him, and the Inhabitants would re- 
' jJoice at his arrival: He landed there on the 
firft day of December 1171. The Vifcount of 
Kent and Reynold de Waren went to meet him 
with their troops ; but hearing that the King 
was not with him, and that he was only con- 
ducted by the Dean of Salisbury, the troops 
went away. The Vifcount and Reynold asked 


him, whether there was any Foreigner with him; | 


that he fhould produce a Pafs, or at leaft pro- 
mife upon oath to be faithful tothe King. ‘The 
Archbifhop:anfwered that he had no body with 


him 
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him but his Chaplains and Servants, except an 
Archdeacon of the City of Sens, who had done 

him many good offices ; that this Ecclefiafti¢ 

had followed him ; that it was not ufual to de- 
mand a Pafs or an oath of any body but fufpici- 
ous-people ; that it was a thing unheard of, to 
uire it from Clergymen belonging to an 
Archbifhop of Canterbury. This affair did not 
woceed farther ; but the Vifcount told the Pre- 
ute, that he returned into England with fire 
md {word ; that he had a mind to dethrone his 
Mafter ; that he had excommunicated the Arch- 
tifhop of York, and all the Bifhops, for doing 
Sneir duty to the King. Zhomas anfwered that 
be had nothing to fay againft the Prince’s Co- 
nation, and that the queftion was only about 
hofe who had undertaken to crown him, by 
mpofing God, and againft the Privileges of the 
Church of Canterbury, (contra Deum, €? Can- 
harienfis Ecclefie dignitatem ;) that he did not 
ome with fire and fword, becaufe he defigned 
 punifh guilty Bifhops ; that he was ready to 
lier death for juftice and truth. 









When the news of the Archbifhop’s arrival! 
.. game to Canterbury, there was an univerfal joy 
e @gethat City. They hung the Church, and pre- 
of gited great feafts : the Prelate was received there 
na Proceflion, and with great pomp. He made 
tdifcourfe in the Chapter-houfe, and began it 
Mth thefe words::. Now babemus bic manentem 
wMitatem , fed futuram inguivimus: We bave 
"eno continuing city, but we feek one to come. 
. mete Archbifhop of York, and the Bifhops of 
imdion and Salisbury, fent word to Thomas, 
athe: returned: into. England with fire and 
Ma; and that he trod the Bithops under 
foot, 
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foot, without eiting, hearing and trying them, 
That Prelate anfwéred among other things, that 
the Pope had declared a juft war to break a bad 
peace ; that it was reafonable to punifh Sinners ; 
that fome Caufes did riot require a formal trial ; 
that when Crimirtals are manifeft, they don’t § 
want to be examined, but to be fpeedily punifh- 
ed. “ Befides, added the Archbifbop, 1 have not 
“¢ pronounced the Sentences of Sufpenfion and | 
<* Excommunication : the Pope has aone it; 
“and it does not belong to me to contend 
*€ with the Pontiff about it.. I lay no {nares 
“* for the Bifhops : they thirft after my blood : 
° Jet them drink it”. Zbomds advifed the Bi- 
fhops to repent, and make fatisfaétion ; but, far 
from following this advice, they appealed. It 
has been faid that afterwards the Bifhop of Lon- 
don had a mind to humble himfelf, and fubmit 
. to the Archbifhop of Canterbury ; but that the 
Archbifhop of York diffuaded him from it, and 
advifed him to go along with him beyond Sea, 
to make their complaints to the King, who was 
{till in Normandy. 


Thomas, after he had been eight days at Can- 
terbury, acquainted the young King that he 
defired to pay him his duty. He had got from 
France three horfes of great value, richly har- 
neffed, with which he defigned to prefent that 
Prince. The Bifhop and the Clergy of .Ro- 
chefler went to meet him. A great multitude of 
Clergymen, and of Lay people of both Sexesy| 
went out of London to receive him. The 
Clergy and the poor Scholars of that City pro- 
ceeded as far as three miles, and as foon as they 


faw the Archbifhop, they fang Te Deum <a 
ng 
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ding tears of joy. The Prelate, bending his 
head, caufed money to be diftributed among 
them. When he came to Southwark, where he 
was to lodge in the Palace of the Bifhop of 
Winchefter, the Canons Regular of St. Mary’s 
received him at the door of their Church, fing 
ing Benedittus Dominus Deus I/rael. At the 
fame time, the whole multitude joined with 
them in finging the fame Canticle. It was ob- 
ferved that a woman, named Matilda, repeated 
feveral times thefe words with a loud. voice: 
My Lord, beware of a Knife : at which the whole 
alembly was furprifed. “The next day, the 
young King fent word to the Prelate by a great 
Lord, that he did not defire to fee him ; and 
ordered him not to travel through the cities and 
towns of the Kingdom, to return to Canter 
bury, and not to go out of it. 


Thomas {et out to go back toCanterbury. A 
poor Prieft defired to fpeak to him in private 
upon the road, and told him that he broughe 
him fome Relicks of St. Laurence, St. Vincent, 
and St. Cecilia, by St. Laurence’s order, who 
had appeared to him in a night-vifion. The 
Archbifhop ordered that Prieft to come and fee 
him in a few days, that he might provide for 
his maintenance. Zhomas being returned to 
Canterbury, ftaid there with his Clerks and Ser- 
vants. ‘There was in the neighbourhood of that 
City a Family, who hated the Prelate, and con- 
tinuaily laid {nares for him. In order to exafpe- 
tate him, and raife fome quarrels, they hunted 
his Park without his leave, and took away 
his dogs : nay, one of them was fo infolent as 
fo cut off the tail of one of the Archbifhop’s 
Rorfes, for which that Prelate excommunicated 
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him. Zbomas looking upon all thofe things as 
a prelude of his death, prepared himfelf to leave 
this world by alms and fervent prayers. He 
told now and then his friends, that this affair 
would not end without blood-fhed, and that he 
would maintain the Caufe of the Church to death. 
He writ to the Pope that he expected to die, and 
entreated him to pray for him. 


In the mean time, the Archbifhop of York, 
and the Bifhops of London and Salisbury, be- 
ing arrived in Normandy, complained to the 
King of the Sufpenfion and Excommunication 
of the Bifhops : they accufed Zhomas of high 
treafon, and endeavoured to exafperate the King 
againft him. Befides, that Prince was falfly 
told, that Tomas went over the Kingdom with 
armed people. The King confulted about that 
matter the three Bifhops juft now mentioned. 
They anfwered that it did not belong to them 
to declare what fhould be done upon fuch an 
occafion. At laft, one of them told the King, 
that his Kingdom would never be quiet during 
Thomas’s life. The King conceived then fo great 
an indignation againft that Prelate, and his an-§ 
ger appeared fo plainly by his countenance and 
his geftures, that four Barons, thinking to pleale 
him, refolved to affaffinate the Archbifhop. Thofe 
Barons were Reynold Fitz-Urfe, William de Tra- 
ey, Hugh de Morgville, and Richard Brito. 'They 
left the Court, and took fhipping in feveral 
Ports. They came about the fame hour neat 
Canterbury, to the Family above mentioned. 

During their abfence, the King complained 
to his Barons that the Archbifhop was returned 
into his Kingdom like a Tyrant ; that he had 


fufpended the Archbifop of York and many 
Bithops, 
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Bifhops, and excommunicated others ; that he 
difturbed all England ; that he had a mind to 
dethrone both Kings, &c. The firft Lord, who 
anfwered the’ King, was the Earl of Leiceffer : 
he protefted, that though his Father and the 
Archbifhop of Canterbury had been great friends, 
yet he had kept no correfpondence with that Pree 
late, ever fince he had difpleafed His Majefty. 
Engelger de Bobun, Uncle of the excommuni- 
cated Bifhop of Salisbury, {poke next, and told 
the King : * I know not how you can be re- 
“ venged of that Man, unlefs he be appre- 
“ hended”. Wiliam, Nephew of Edo Count 
of Bretagne, expreffed himfelf in thefe words: 
“Upon my return from Ferufalem, I went 
‘through Rome, and asked my Landlord fome 
“ gueftions about the Popes. I was informed 
“that a Pontiff had been killed in that City, 
“by reafon of his infolence and intolerable 
“pride”. After this Conference, the King 
difpatched away Wiliam Earl of Magneville, 
Be Seier de Quincy and Richard de Humet: they 
im had orders to arreft the Archbifhop of Canter- 
‘Ga bury. The two firft repaired to the Sea-coaft, 
but did not crofs the Sea. ‘The third went over 
| HBit. He kept upon the coafts of England, to 
areft the Archbifhop in cafe he fhould endea- 
vour to make his efcape. The two others watch- 
ed over the coafts of France, to feize that Pre- 
lite if he fhould crofs the Sea. 
‘The Archbifhop was informed of the arrival 
of the four Barons. On Chriftmas-day, before 
the High Mafs which he celebrated, he preach- 
ed upon the peace of men of good will. He 
hid, the Church of Canterbury had formerly 
had an Archbifhop Martyr, viz. St. E/phege, and 
that perhaps fhe would quickly have enother. 
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He alfo celebrated on that day the Mafs of mig- 
night, and the High Mafs on the Feftival of 
St. Stephen, and on that of St. John the Evan- 
gelift. On the fame day, he fent privately two 
meffengers to the Pope. He fent two others to J 
the Bifhop of Norwich, to abfolve fome Priefts, 
who had incurred Excommunication for perform. 
ing Divine Service in the prefence of fome per- 
fons whom they knew to be excommunicated. 
Thofe Priefts were only abfolved upon condi- 
tion that they fhould repair to the Pope within 
a certain time, or fend to him two perfons of 
their own Order, to undergo the penance he 
fhould lay upon them. The Hiftorian obferves, 
that the Archbifhop had excommunicated two 
perfons, who had taken pofleffion of two Churches 
again{t his will. 


On the fourth day after Chriftmas, the four 
Barons repaired to Canterbury, with their men 
and the Family above mentioned. Many Sol- 
diers joined with them: they had been fent for 
to Canterbury under pretence of the King’s Ser- 
vice. The Magiftrates of that City were or- 
dered to get the Inhabitants armed, and to bring 
them to the Archbifhop’s Palace ; but upon their 
refufal, they were only enjoined to be quiet. 
The four Barons, attended by twelve Soldiers, 
were introduced into the chamber of the Pre- 
late. It was at ten of the clock in the morn- 
ing : the Archbifhop had dined ; and his Ser 
vants were at dinner. When thofe Barons camej 
in, he faluted them. They fat down before 
him, in the midft of the Clerks and Monks. 
Reynold {poke to him in thefe words : ‘ The 
“* King who is beyond Sea, has fent us to yous 


** and commands you to abfolve the Bithops 
wag 
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« who have been excommunicated at- your ar- 
é« rival in England, to reftore thofe that have 
“ been fufpended, and then to repair to the 
i* King at Wincheffer, whom you defign to de- 
« throne, in order to give an account of your 
“ a@tions, and fubmit to the judgment of the 
B“ Court”. The Archbifhop anfwered : ** Iam 
“ not the author of that excommunication, and 
“of that fufpenfion : ’tis the Pope, who thus 
« chaftizes and punifhes his children. He pu- 
« nifhes the Archbifhop of York, becaufe in 
« my abfence he undertook to-crown the young 
“King in my Province, to the prejudice of 
“the Church of Canterbury, and though the 
i“ Pope had forbid him to do it. He punifhes 
“the Bifhops, becaufe though they are my Suf- 
« fragans, yet they have permitted that Coro~ 
“ nation, and have not defended the Right of 
“their Metropolitan Church. It does not be- 
“long to me to recall the Pope’s Sentence : a 
« Jeffer Power cannot loofe thofe whom he has 
“BB« bound. Neverthelefs, though I have not the 
“ power of loofing, no more than that of bind- 
“ing, yet I have offered to abfolve the Bifhops 
“ of London and Salisbury from the Anathema, 
5 IM“ and to reftore thofe who have been fufpended, | 
“if they would implore mercy with humility, 
“and promife upon bail to undergo an Eccle- 
“ fiaftical judgment : but.thofe who applied 
“themfelves to me, refufed to doit. I make 
“ftill the fame offer. Let the young King’s 
“Coronation ftand. The Pope punifhes the 
“perfon who crowned him, without any pre- 
Ks. r judice to the Coronation. He punifhes the 
nell Bifhops on account of their filence. All this 
ug: "as done by the liberty which the King 
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‘¢ ranted to me on the day of our reconcilia. 
‘¢ tion. I have no thoughts of dethroning the 
“* new King ; on the contrary, I could willing. 
“ ly with him many Kingdoms. I fet out late- 
¢ ly, not to make him fatisfaction ; for I have 
«© not offended him ; but to congratulate him. 
“© When J arrived at London, he fent me word 
€© to go back ; at which I am very much grie- 
“© ved”. ‘Then the Barons began to. threaten 
him very much. “ I wonder, /azd the Prelate, 
“¢ that you fhould threaten me. You know that 
‘© the King is reconciled to me. I faw then 
“* fome of you ; and it feemed to me that you 
«¢ were pleafed with that reconciliation ”. Rey. 
gold asked him, from whom he had his Arch- 
bifhoprick ? He anfwered, that he had the Spiri- 
tualities from God and the Pope, and the Ten- 
poralities from the King. What! replied the 
Baron, don’t you acknowledge that you have the 
whole from the King ? No certainly, faid the 
Archbifhop ; but we render to the King what 
belongs to the King, and to God what belongs 
to God. ‘The Barons hearing this anfwer, fell 
into a great paffion, and gnafhed their teeth. 
The Prelate appeared intrepid: he was ready, 
fays the Hiftorian, to die for Juftice, and for 
the Liberties of the Church. He told the Ba 
rons: “* *Tis in vain for you to threaten me. 
“* Tf all the Swords, that are in England, were 
drawn againft me, I would ftill obferve ju- 
** ftice, and obey the Pope. You will always 
** find me in the battel of the Lord, Fear 


“¢ made me leave the Kingdom : I came back 
** again in obedience to the Pope ; and I fhull 
** never renounce that obedience, If I am 4l- 
** lowed to-perform the funétions of the Sacer- 


*. dotal Office in peace, I fhall be very ? af 
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“it: if not, the will of God be done. Be- 
fides, you are not ignorant of the Relation 
“ that is between you and me: fo that it is the 
“ more furprizing that you fhould dare to threat- 
“ en me in my own houfe”. The Archbifhop 
meant that three of thofe Barons had devoted 
themfelves to his Service, whilft he was Chan- 
cellor of the Kingdom. ‘The Author expreffes 
himfelf about this particular in the following 
words. Hoc autem dicebat 5 commemorans quod 
Reginaldus ille, €9 Wilemus de Traci &§ Hugo de 
Morvilla, ejus dum adbuc Cancellarius erat, pro- 
pria deditione bomines fatti funt, falva fide re- 
gis, guifque trium ipfius jus imperiumque fufcepe- 
rat, genibus minor, 'The Barons tranfported with 
anger on account of this reflexion, faid that the 
Relation he fpoke of, did not difpenfe them 
from ferving the King. We may, faid Reynold, 
threaten the Archbifbop, and even proceed farther. 
Let’s go away. Many Domeftics of the Prelate 
were prefent at that quarrel with the Clerks, and 
fome Soldiers who came forwards, becaufe they 
heard a great noife. Reynold told the Soldiers : 
“ I order you to keep that Man, that he may 
“not run away”. The Archbifhop anfwer- 
ed: * It will be no difficult thing to keep me: 
“ T fhali not run away ”. The Barons feized an 
Officer. of the Prelate, and ordered him to 
follow them. ~My Lord, faid that Officer to 
the Archbifhop, you fee bow they ufe me. Tes, 
I fee it, anfwered the Archbifhop : tis the power 
of darkne/s. He demanded in vain that they 
fhould releafe his Officer. The Barons having 
met another Officer of the Prelate, ftopt him, 
and coming up to their Affociates, cried out : 
To Arms, to Arms. “ In the mean time, /ays 


“ the Hiftorian, we were with the Archbifhop, 
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and had different thoughts. Some faid there 
“¢ was nothing to fear ; that they were drunken 
“6 men at Chriftmas-holy days ; that the Kin 
©¢ was reconciled to the Archbifhop. Others 
©¢ ofirmed that it was to be feared, thofe threat. 
** enings would have their effect. ~ We heard 


“€ then on the Church-fide lamentable cries of 


“¢ men and women, who had feen armed peo- 
“© ple marching to the Archbifhop’s houfe. We 
“¢ heard our friends going down into the Church 
*¢ through the Hall with great precipitation, 
*° and running away from the armed men who 
“SC came into the Court. 'The Clerks and the 
€© Monks, and the other companions of the 
®¢ Archbifhop were terrified ; but the Prelate 
“¢ was not afraid of death: he rejoiced to die 
“© for the caufe of the Church”. The Monks 
exhorted him to retire into the Church. JN), 
faid he, I wil wot go into the Church. Fear no- 
thing, Monks are generally too timorous. At 
jaft, he was prevailed upon to go into the 
Church, becaufe the Monks were to fing Ve/pers. 
He had the Crofs carried before him. When 
they came into the Cloifter, the Monks had a 
mind to fhut up the door ; but he would not 
permit it. He walked flowly, being preceded 
by the Monks and the Clerks: there was no 
fign of fear neither in his countenance, nor in 
his gate : he turned his head but once. 

Being come into the Church, he went up to 
the Altar where he ufed to hear Mafs, and 
afcended four fteps. Then Reynold armed from top 
to toe, and with a Sabre in his hand, being at 
the Cloifter’s door, cried out : Come up to me : come 
up to me. The three other Barons came to him: 


they were alfo armed in the famemanner,hadSabres 
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in their hands, and were attended with many 
other armed men. As foon as they appeared, 
the friends of the Archbifhop had a mind to 
fhut up the Church-door ; but the Prelate coming 
down from the Altar, oppofed it. Let al thofe 
| (faid he) who defire to come into the Church of God, 
come into it. God’s wik be done. ‘Then all the 
Clerks, except Canon Robert, our Hiftorian, 
and Edward Grim, forfook the Archbifhop to 
take fanctuary. at the Altars, or to hide them- 
felves. ‘The Prelate might have got away. The 
attack was made in the evening ; and the nights 
were then very long. There was hard by a 
Vault under ground, and many dark windings 
in it. ‘There was alfo a door, through which 
the Archbifhop might have gone up to the top 
of the Church. He could not have been eafily 
found ; and perhaps fome thing might have hap- 
pened, that would have procured his deliverance. 
But the Prelate, neglecting thofe opportunities 
of faving his life, expeéted death with an admi- 
rable fteadinefs. The Affaffins, finding the 
Church-door open, went in. One of them or- 
dered the Monks to be. quiet. Another cried 
out: Where is that Lraitor¢ The Archbifhop 
faid nothing. A third asked where the Arch- 
bifhop was. Then the Prelate faid : “* Here I 
* am, Iam not a Traitor, but a Prieft of the 
© Lord. I wonder, you fhould come into the 
© Houfe of God with fuch an equipage. What 
* would you have” ? One of the Barons faid : 
© We defire your death. You fhall live no 
* longer”. Well, anfwered the Prelate, I ac- 
cept of death in the name of the Lord, and I re- 
commend my Soul and the Caufe of the Church ta 
God, the boly Virgin, and the Saints Protettors 
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of this Church. God forbid, I foould run away 
ox account of your Sabres: but I forbid you by the 
authovity of God to burt any of my friends. Some 
body ftruck the Archbifhop with the flat fide of 
his Sword between his fhoulders, faying : Ruy 
away: you are a dead man. Thomas remained 
unmoveable : he recommended himfelf to the 
Lord, and fpoke of the antient Martyrs, St. 
Denys, and St. Elphege Archbifhop of Canter. 
bury. Some told him: You are taken : follow 
us. ‘They had a mind to drag him out of the 


Church ; but they were afraid the people would | 


refcue him. The Prelate aniwered : I will not 
go out. Do bere what you pleafe, and what you 
bave been ordered to do. He refifted the Af 


faffins, and the Monks kept him back. Then | 


William de Tracy wounded him in the head and 
the arm with his Sabre. Zhomas, wiping the 
blood that ran from his head, praifed God, and 
faid : Lord, I deliver my Soul into thy bands. 
Afterwards, they gave him another wound in 
his head with a Sabre, which made him fall up- 
on his face by St. Benediét’s Altar : as he fell, 
his hands were joined and ftretched out. In 
that condition, Richard Brito {truck him on the 
head with fuch a violence, that his Sabre broke 
againft the pavement. When he ftruck the Pre- 
Jate, he faid: ** Receive this blow on account 
““ of Prince William, the King’s Brother ”. 
That Prince defired to marry the Countefs of 
Waren ; but the Archbifhop oppofed that mar- 
riage, becaufe they were Coufins. He was ex- 
tremely provoked at it ; and all thofe who de- 
pended upon him, became enemies to the Arch- 
bifhop. I 


The 
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The Prelate received four wounds in the 
head : the upper part of his Scull was cut off. 
A Man, whom the Author calls Hugo de Hor- 
fea, put his foot upon his neck, and thruft out 
part of his brains with the point of his Sword. 
The Hiftorian makes a very judicious reflexion 
upon it. ‘ O fad fpectacle ! /ays be. O un- 
“ heard of cruelty ! They who under the name 
® of Chriftians do the works of Heathens, are 
“ worfe than Infidels, who follow the errors of 
“ their Forefathers”. The Author obferves 
that the death of the Prelate was attended with 
a terrible ftorm. 

When the Affaffins went away, the Clerks, 
the Monks and many inhabitants of the City, 
came near the dead Body. They made great 
lamentations, which lafted the greateft part of 
the night. At laft, they placed the dead Body 
in the middle of the Choir, and covered the 
cavity of the Scull with a cloth andacap. Ca- 
non Robert, who had been Chaplain to the 
Archbifhop, and a witnefs of his virtue, fhowed 
the Hair-cloth, which that Prelate wore inftead 


of a fhirt. At the fight of that Hair-cloth, the 


Monks proftrated themfelves to the ground ¢ 
they kiffed the feet and hands of Thomas, and 
declared that he was a true Martyr. Every one 
had a mind to fee in a Hair-cloth a Man, whom 
they had formerly feen cloathed in Purple. A 
Monk, and fome other perfons, went again to 
the place where the Archbifhop had been maffa- 
cred, and put into a bafon the blood and the 
brains, that lay upon the ground. 


The next day in the morning, a report be- 
f ing fpread that the Affaflins intended to carry 

away the dead Body, the Monks — to 
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bury the Prelate in his pontifical habits. ‘They 
put him into a marble-coffin, and then into a 
Vault before two Altars. ‘The young King, be- 
ing informed of the tragical death of the Arch- 
bithop, was very much afflicted at it : he lifted 
up his hands to heaven, and faid: ‘* O God! 
“ I thank thee that this has been done without 
“* my knowledge, and that none of my Officers 
©¢ had a hand in it”. 


Our Hiftorian concludes his difcourfe with 
an account of the miracles wrought (fays he) 
at Thomas’s Tomb. Blind men recovered their 
fight, and deat people their hearing : Paraly- 
tics, Hydropics, and many other fick perfons 
were cured : Demoniacs were delivered. Nay, 
fome dead perfons were raifed, by putting into 
their mouth water mixed with the blood of St. 
Thomas. 

The Life of that unfortunate Archbifhop may 
afford feveral reflexions. I fhall only fay, that 
if all Clergymen were like him, they would 
make themfelves mafters of the world. If there 
had been no Pope, Thomas would not have been 
fo turbulent : from whence the Englifh Nation 
may learn never to fubmit again to a foreign 
Power under pretence of Religion. 


The Work of which I have given the Subs 
{tance, contains 92 pages én folio. 


An Addition to the preceding Article. 


TH tragical death of Thomas Becket being 
a very extraordinary event, ’tis very natu- 

ral to defire to know what were the confe- 
quences, 
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quences of it. I fhall therefore infert here the 
following lines, out of the Reverend Mr. Arch- 
deacon Echarda’s Hiitory, in favour of thofe who 
have not read this part of the Hiftory of Eng- 
land. 


Thomas Becket, fays Mr. Echard, was a man 
of a vaft genius, great abilities, and rigid Mo- 
rals: he lived a very auftere life. But thofe 
qualities were attended with haughtinefs, great 
oftentation, and a popular fpirit, which proved 
very prejudicial to the Nation. Some have 
placed him among the greateft Saints, and the 
moft illuftrious Martyrs : others queftion whe- 
ther he deferved the title of honeft man. About 
fifty years after his death, the learned Doctors 
of the Univerfity of Paris debated this Quefti- 
on: Whether Thomas was faved, or damued ¢ 
Some faid that he deferved death and damna- 
tion for having refifted his Sovereign, who was 
the Minifter of God. Others affirmed that his 
miracles were a proof of his Salvation. This 
would have been a good argument, fays Mr. E- 
chard, if the truth of the miracles afcribed to 
that Archbifhop had been proved. He was cas 
nonized. Many Solemanities were afterwards ob- 
ferved in his honour, and even a famous Jubilee 
once in fifty years at Canterbury. A vaft num-— 
ber of people reforted then to that City. Som 
ner {ays that in the year 14.20, there were there 
a hundred thoufand people out of England, 
Scotland, Ireland, France, and other Coun- 
tries. 

The four Barons, who had affaflinated Zo- 
mas Becket, reflecting upon the enormity of 
their crime, and not knowing whether the 
Kin®’ would publickly approve their attempt, 
¥ ; though 
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though he approved it in his heart, ficd into the 
North of England, and being expelled from 
thence, died miferably in foreign countries. 


In the year 1172, the King repaired into Nor. 
mandy, to have an interview with the two Le. 
gates of the Pope, appointed to examine the 
murder of the Archbifhop. That examination 
took up three months. At laft, the King {wore 
in a folemn manner upon the Relicks of the 
Saints and upon the Gofpels, in the prefence 
of all the great Men of the Country, that he 
had neither ordered, nor approved that affaffina- 
tion. He declared at the fame time, that he 
was extremely forry to have given occafion to 
that murder by rafh words, which he had ut- 
tered in a tran{port of anger. And after having 
promifed upon oath to undergo the penance, 
that fhould be laid upon him, he was abfolved 
by the Legates upon thefe terms. 1. That he 
fhould never oppofe the authority of the Pope, 
whilft he fhould be treated as a Catholic King. 
z. That he fhould allow free Appeals to the 
Pope in all Ecclefiaftical Caufes. 3. That he 
fhould undertake a Crufade ; that he fhould go 
to Ferufalem, and ftay there three years ; and 
if the Saracens of Spain fhould prevent the exe- 
cution of that defign, that he fhould maintain 
two hundred Soldiers in the Holy Land for the 
{pace of a year. 4. That he fhould abolifh all 
the cuftoms introduced in his time to the pre- 
judice of the Church of Canterbury, or of fome 
other Churches of his Kingdom. Thus that 
great quarrel ended, as ufually, to the advantage 
of the Pope, 
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In 1174, the King being cloathed in a Peni- 
tent’s Habit, repaired to Canterbury : he went 
barefooted for three miles : the blood ran out of 
his feet. Being arrived at the Prelate’s Tomb, 
he proftrated himfelf to the ground, and re- 
ceived the difcipline upon his naked back by 
the hands of the Bifhops, Priefts, Abbots and 
Monks, who were in the Church. Cardinal 
Baronius fays, that the King received eighty 
lafhes. What a fpectacle, to fee a great Mo- 
narch whipt by a company of Monks! This is 
certainly a remarkable inftance of the great Power 
of the Church. 


I fhall conclude with faying, that in 11179, 
the King of France came into England, being 
accompanied by the Count of Flanders, other 
Princes and feveral Lords, to vifit the Tomb 
of Thomas Becket. That Prince performed his 
devotions there for two days: he offered to the 
Saint a large gold-cup: he affigned to the 
Monks a hundred meafures of wine every year, 
and ordered that every thing they fhould buy in 


France for their own ufe, fhould be free frons 
all duty. 


There is a curious defcription of Thomas 


Becket’s rich Tomb in the firft Memoirs of Li- 
terature. See Becket in the Index. Henry VIIE 
ordered that Tomb to be deftroyed, and the 
bones of the Saint to be burnt. 
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ARTICLE XLIL 


VEGETABLE STATICKS: or, an Account 
of fome Statical Experiments on the Sap 
in Vegetables: Being an Effay towards 
a Natural Hiftory of Vegetation. Alfo, § 
a Specimen of an attempt to analyfe the 
Air, by a great variety of Chymio-Stati- 
cal Experiments, which were read at fe- 
veral Meetings before the Royal Society. 
By STEPH. HALEs, B. D. F.R.S. Redor 
of Faringdon, Hampfhire, and Minifter of 
Teddington, Middlefex. London : Print- § 
ed for W. and F. Innys, at the Weft-End 
of St. Paul's; and T. Woodward, over- 
againft St. Dunftan’s Church in Fleetftreet. 


1727. in 8vo. pags. 376. befides the Pre- 
face and the Contents, 


Mx Curious experiments and obferva- 
tions have been made on Vegetables ; 
but Dr. Grew and Malpighi were the firft who 
undertook with great care to examine the ftru- 
Cture of the veffels of Plants, as it is obferved 
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by the ingenious Author of this Work. He 
adds, that if they had thought of the Statical 
way of inquiry, they would doubtlefs have made 
agreat progrefs in the knowledge of the nature 
of Vegetables. This is (continues Mr. Hales) 
the only fure way to meafure the feveral quanti- 
ties of nourifhment, which Plants imbibe and 
perfpire, and thereby to fee what influence the 
different ftates of the Airhave uponthem. This is 
the moft likely method to find out the Sap’s ve- 
locity, and the force with which it is imbibed ; 
and alfo to eflimate the great power that Na- 
ture exerts in extending and pufhing forth her 
productions, by the expanfion of the Sap. 

Mr. Hales having found by many experis 
ments, mentioned in this Book, that the Air is 
plentifully infpired by Vegetables, not only at 
their roots, but alfo through feveral parts of 
their trunks and branches ; this put him upon 
making a more particular inquiry into the na- 
ture of the Air, and to difcover, if poffible, 
wherein its great importance to the life and fupe 
port of Vegetables might confift. He gives us 
an account of the progrefs he has made in that 
inquiry. 


The Author has divided his Work into feven 
Chapters, containing a great many Experiments. 
1. Experiments, fhewing the quantities of moi 
fture imbibed and perfpired by Plants and Trees. 
2. Experiments, whereby to find out the force 
with which Trees imbibe moifture. 3. 
timents, fhewing the force of the Sap in the 
Vine in the bleeding feafon. 4. Experiments, 
thewing the ready lateral motion of the Sap, 
and confequently, the lateral communication of 
the Sap-veffels. The free paflage of it, from 

May 1727. Aa the 


374 New MEMOIRS Arr. 42. 


the fmall Branches towards the Stem, as well 
as from the Stem to the Branches, with an ac. 
count of fome Experiments relating to the Cir. 
culation, or Non-Circulation of the Sap. 5. Ex- 
periments, whereby to prove; that a confidera- 
ble quantity of Air is infpired by Plants. 6. A 
Specimen of an attempt to analyfe the Air by 
chymio-ftatical Experiments, which fhew, in 
how great a proportion Air is wrought into the 
compofition of Animal, Vegetable and Mineral 
Subftances : and withal, how readily it refumes © 
its elaftick ftate, when in the diffolution of 
thofe Subftances it is difingaged from them. 
The feventh Chapter treats of Vegetation. So 
many new Experiments, made with the utmoft 
care by a perfon no lefs intelligent than curious, 
will be read with no fmall pleafure by the Lo- 
vers of Natural Philofophy. 


The ufefulnefs of this Work will further ap- 
pear from the following obfervations. ‘The Ex- 
periments made by the Author afford many 
proofs of the very great and different quantities 
of moifture imbibed and perfpired by different 
kinds of Trees, and alfo of the influence which 
the feveral ftates of the air, warm or cold, wet 
or dry, have on that perfpiration. We fee 
alfo by thofe Experiments what ftores of moi- 
fture Nature has provided in the Earth againft 
a dry feafon, to anfwer this great expence of it 
in the production and fupport of Vegetables ; 
how far the dew contributes to this fupply, and § 
how infufficient its fmall quantity is towards 
making good the great demands of perfpira- 
tion: and that Plants can plentifully imbibe 
moifture through their ftems and leaves, as well | 


rf{pire it. 
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We fee with what degree of warmth the Sun 
ats on the feveral parts of Vegetables, from 
their tops down to their roots two feet under 
ground. | 

We have alfo matty proofs of the great force 
with which plants and their feveral branches 
aid leaves imbibe moifture up their capillary 
Sap-veflels : and of the great influence the pers 
fpiring leaves have in this work, and the care 
Nature has taken to place thém in fuch order, 


Gand at fuch proper diftances; as may render’ 


them moift ferviceable to this purpofe, efpeci« 


Bally in bringing plenty of nourifhment to the 
§ young growing fhoots and fruit, whofe ftem is 


ufually furrounded with them near the fruit’s 
infertion into the twig. 

We fee here too that the growth of fhoots, 
leaves and fruit, confifts in the extenfion of eves 
ry part ; for the effecting of which, Nature has 
provided innumerable little veficles, which bes 
ing replete with dilating moifture, ic does there+ 
by powerfully extend, and draw out every du- 
Gile part. 

We have here alfo many inftances of the great 
force of the afcending Sap in the Vine in the 
bleeding feafon ; as alfo of the Sap’s freely ei- 
ther afcending or defcending, as it fhall happen 
to be drawn up by the perfpiring leaves ; and 
ilfo of its ready lateral motion through the la- 
terally communicating Sap-veffels ; together with 
Many proofs of the great plenty of air drawn in 


@ fd mixed with the Sap, and incorporated into 


the fubftance of Vegetables. | 
If therefore thefe Experiments and Obferva- 


@ ‘ons give us any further infight into the nature 


# Plants, they will then doubtlefs be of fome 
We in Agriculture and Gardening, either by 
7 | Aaz ferving 
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ferving to rectify fome miftaken notions, or by 
helping farther to explain the reafons of many 
kinds of Culture, which long repeated experi- 
ence has found to be good, and perhaps by lead- 
ing us to make fome advances therein. 


Among feveral other obfervations of the Au- 
thor, I fhall pitch upon this to conclude my 
account of his Performance. 'The {pecifick dif- 
ferences of Vegetables, fays he, which are all 
fuftained and grow from the fame nourifhment, 
is doubtlefs owing to the very different forma- 
tion of their minute veffels, whereby an almoft 
infinite variety of combinations of the common 
principles of Vegetables is made ; whence fome 
abound more with fome principles, and fome 
with others. Hence fome are of a warmer and 
more fulphureous, others of a more watry, {a- 
line, and therefore colder niture ; fome of a 
more firm and lafting, others of a more lax and 
perifhable conftitution. Hence alfo it is, that 
fome Plants flourifh beft in one climate, and | 
others in another ; that much moifture is kindly | 
to fome, and hurtful to others ; that fome re- 

uire a ftrong, rich, and others a poor, fandy 

foil : fome do beft in the fhade, and others in | 
the fun, &c. And could our eyes attain to 4 
fight of the admirable texture of the parts on 
which the fpecifick differences in Plants depend, 
what an amazing and beautiful fcene of inimita- 
ble embroidery fhould we behold ? what a va- 
riety of mafterly ftrokes of machinery ? what 
evident marks of confummate wifdom fhould we 
be.entertained with ? 


This valuable Work ought to be read, in or: 


der to have a right notion of it. There is m 
the 
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the firlt Memoirs of Literature a Difcourfe cone 
cerning the Perfpiration of Plants, written by 


a Proteflor of the Univerfity of Zouloufe. See 


Plants in the Index of that Journal. 
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MAHOMETISM fully explained, &c. 
London : Printed for W. Mears, at the 


Lamb without Temple-Bar. 1724. in 8vo, 
page: 399+ 


u1s Work was written in Spanifh in the 
i year 1603, for the inftruction of the Moors 
in Spain, by Mahomet Rabadau, a Moor of Are 
ragon. Mr. Morgan upon his return from Bare 
bary, where he fpent twenty years, refolved to 
tranflate it into Englifh, and to place the Ori- 
ginal in the rich Library of the Lord Harley, 
now Earl of Oxford. He undertook that tran- 
lation chiefly with a defign to give us a better 
motion of the Religion of the Mahometans, 
than what we have had hitherto ; and becaufe 


he believes that this Book contains many curious 


things, that deferve to be known. He tells us, 


that being in the Kingdom of Yunis, he bought 


in 1719 this Work compofed, as I have already 
faid, by a Moor for the ufe of the Mahome- 
tans, who were then violently perfecuted in 


Bpain, It is written in Spanifh Verfe ; there is 


Aa 3. in 
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in it a mixture of the Dialects of Arragon and 
of the Kingdom of Valencia, with a vaft num- 
ber of Arabic words, that have a Spanifh termi- 
mation. Mr, Morgan fays, that there are very 
few perfons in England able to underftand that 
Book. Having converfed for a long time in 
Barbary with the Defcendants of the Moors ba- 
nifhed from Spain, he is thoroughly acquainted 
with their way of expreffing their fentiments, 


It cannot be doubted, adds Mr. Morgan, that § 


this is an authentic Work ; for, one can hardly 
fuppofe that an Alfagui, in fuch a conjunéture, 


at a time when his Fleck wanted fo much his J 


inftructions, fhould have been willing to teach 


them things contrary to the doétrine of the Ma- | 


hometans. 


The Tranflator has prefixed to this Work the | 


Conteffion of Faith of the Mufulmans, the Ma- 
nufcript of which is lodged in the public Li- 
brary of Amfterdam. It has been tranflated in- 
to French from a Latin Verfion. The Origi- 
nal is in Spanihh , but in Arabic charaéters. 
Mr. Morgan has followed the French Tranfla- 
tion, 

| A abomet Rabadan fays in his Preface, that 
having frequently affifted at the Affemblies of 
Mufulmans, eminent for their learning and me- 
rit, he heard them fay that jt was a deplorable 
thing, that there fhould be no Work containing 
a large account of the true Genealogy of the il- 
Juftrious Family of Mabomet. In order to fup- 
ply that defect, Rabadan carefully enquired, in 
feveral parts of Spain, into the Writings of the 
moft authentic Authors, which lay buried in 
pbfcurity for fear of the Inguifition, He com- 
pofed his Work in Verfe, that /usb facred things 
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might 
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might eafily be remembred ; and he protefts 
that he has written it with all poffible fince- 
rity. 
Mr. Morgan obferves in a marginal note, that 
when he was at Zeffatore, a Town in the King- 
dom of Yunis, he heard fome Inhabitants of 
both Sexes fing in concert whole Chapters of 


-Rabadan’s Work, upon the Lute and Guitar. 


He adds, that there are in that Kingdom ten 
or twelve {mall Towns built like thofe of Spain ; 
that they are inhabited by the Moors, originally 
come from Spain ; that they {peak Spanifh among 
themfelves, and feldom marry their daughters to 
the Arabians or Africans, or even to the Turks, 
unlefs it be out of intereft. Befides their Ma- 
hometan names, they have the names and fur- 
names of their Spanifh Anceftors. There is a 
{mall poor Town, whofe inhabitants are origi- 
nally come from Catalonia, and {peak the dialect 
of that Province. Laftly, Mr. Morgan tells us 
in the fame Note, that he bought Mabomet Ra- 
badan’s Book of a Surgeon named Hamooda 


Buffifa. 


In the Introdu€tion, next to the Preface, the 
Author dedicates his Work to the Supreme Be- 
ing. Afterwards he direéts his Speech to Ma- 
bomet and the Mufulman Readers. He come 
tends Authors, and particularly thofe who writ 
in Verfe ; and upon this occafion he fays, that 
Angels fing in heaven the Canticles of David. 
He concludes. his difcourfe ‘with a defcription 
of the Sufferings of the Moors in Spain, “ God 
* (fays he) having permitted that we fhould be 
“ oppreffed with fo many perfecutions, our Re- 
“ jigion is reduced to fuch a ftate, that it is 


4 exercifed neither in public, nor in private, 


+? 
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«© Few people fay their prayers every day.  Faft. 
¢ ings are interrupted, or very ill obferved, 
“‘'The ufual-alms are not given, nor yearly 
*¢ tithes. ‘The holy names of God and of his 
“¢ Meffenger are no Jonger repeated, fince the 
“© Moors. have been baptized againft their will, 
“© and forced to profefs Chriftianity. Their 
“¢ Books have been deftroyed : there is hardly 
*¢ any remembrance of them. All our Teach. 
© ers have been put to death, or imprifoned. 
°° The Inquifitors fall upon us with an extreme 
*¢ fury ; they exercife cruelties every where : 
** they perfecute us with an inexpreffible feve- 
“ rity : there are few places in this Kingdom, | 
“¢ where Wood-piles are not lighted. The 
** Moors newly baptized are apprehended every 
** where : they are every day condemned to the 
© Gallies : they are tortured : they expire in the 
** midft of flames. Within thefe feventy fix 
S© vears, we have been perfecuted with greater 
*° fury {till than at firft ; for, the fame malice 
** of our enemies increafes daily. How can 
“6 any footftep of our Religion remain, whilft 
“‘ we are expofed to intolerable torments”? | 
This is a curious paflage ; and I believe it will 
be very acceptable to thofe who have not read 
this Book. 


Mahomet Rabadan begins his Hiftory of Ma- 
hometifm with a Narrative of what happened in | 
Heaven before the Creation of the World; 
and I fhall confine myfelf to this part of his 
Book. ) . 

God (fays he) being willing to difcover to 
all the Angels the Plan he had formed about 
the Creation, called:the Archangel Gabriel, and 
giving him a pen and fome paper, ordered him 
ysl * | siti t9 
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to draw up an Iuftrument of loyalty and bomage. 
This A¢t, which God himfelf dictated to Ga- 
briel, contained a defcription of the pleafures 
he defigned to procure to his Creatures, the 
number of the years of their lives, and: the du- 
ties they were to perform. Afterwards God 
figned that Inftrument, and put his Seal to it, 
intimating thereby that his promifes would be 
irrevocable. God ordered Gadrie/ to fhew it to 
all the Angels. Being full of glory, the ea~ 
venly Potentates paid their homage-to it ; and 
then God commanded Gabriel to fhut it up in a 
Cryftal. The light, that came out of that Cry- 
ftal, amazed Gabriel, . God ordered the chief 
Angels to prepare a World for the inhabitation 
of thofe Beings he defigned to create. ‘They 
obeyed, and formed, according to the Plan 
which God had given them, a confufed Mafs, 
a Chaos without light. The Angels, being 
amazed at that darknefs, faid to God: “* O 
“ King of myfteries ! what an Edifice haft thou 
© ordered us to raife? Are we guilty of any 


B °° difobedience ? Is this frightful Place defigned 


© to be a prifon for us ? O Monarch ! we can- 
© not apprehend what may be the reafon of 
 fuch a frightful darknefs”. God anfwered : 
© I don’t accufe you of difobedience. I defign 
* to. form a perverfe Generation of Creatures, 
© who fhall break my Laws, and whofe: .ways 
® will be an abomination in my fight”. The 
Angels replied : “‘ Lord, don’t affociate us with 
unfaithful Servants. Why wilt thou create 
“them ? what need haft thou of them? Are 
§§ there not millions of Angels, who adore thee 
* continually ? Befides, QO Lord! how can 
§§ thofe new Creatures ferve and worfhip thee, 


God 


& being plunged into a dreadful darknefs”.? ' 
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God anfwered : “ The Mafs you have formed 
“ by my order, will have a fufficient light for 
** its inhabitants. I will have you hence for- 
“‘ ward to enjoy an everlafting reft, and be | 
“ wholly taken up with the contemplation of 
“ my glory”. God further faid, that his new 
Creatures would be rewarded or punifhed ac- 
cording to their good or bad works. The An. 
gels, being amazed at thofe great myfteries, re- 
fumed their ufual office of finging the praifes of 
their Creator. 


God began the Creation. He formed the 
World to place Men in it. He made alfo a Pa- 
radife to reward good men, and a Hell to pu- 
nifh the wicked. He ordered the Angels to | 
come down upon Earth, and to take a portion 
of it. They came down; but none of them 
would touch fuch a vile matter. At laft, the 


Angel Azarue/ came down, and took up a hand- 
ful of earth, which became brighter than the 
Sun. God gave it the fhape of a human body. 
He ordered the Angels to proftrate themfelves 
before that Body. Lucifer and his Adherents, 
having refufed to obey, were thrown into the 
Abyfs : their fall made the whole Nature trem- 
ble. Afterwards God declared that he would 
animate that Body, and ordered a Spirit to get 
into it. That Spirit did not obey. He was carf- | 
ried to the Throne of God, where he faw in a 
vaft number of places thefe words : MAHOMET, 
the triumphant Chief. God faid to him: “ Know 
“¢ that from Thee and from that Lump will pro- 
©. ceed a Chief, who fhall bear the fame Name ; 
** and that I fhall be glorified by that Name”. 
The Spirit, having heard thofe words, conceived 
fo great a love for the earthly Mafs, that ye 
¢ 
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fired to get into it immediately. He did fo; 
and by that means it became an animate Body. 
That Man was called Adam. God plaéed him 
in a heavenly Paradife ; and left he fhould be- 
lieve that he had no Superior, God gave him 
only one Commandment, the obfervation of 
which was very eafy. He forbade him upon 
pain of death to eat of the fruit of a certain 
Tree. Adam wanted a Mate; and therefore 
God made him fall into a found fleep, and took 
out of his left fide a Rib, of which he formed 
a very beautiful Woman, whom he called Eve. 
Adam awaking, and feeing fuch a lovely perfon, 


had a mind to embrace her immediately ; but 


he heard a voice, which faid to him : “* Adam, 
§* forbear, and go no farther. Fear the Lord, 
«© who has created thee. ‘Thou muft not come 
© near, that woman without my permiffion ”. 
God ordered Gabrie/ to go into Paradife, and 
to celebrate the Wedding of Adam and Eve, be- 
ing attended with other Angels, 


Lucifer, envying the happinefs of Man, did 
his utmoft endeavours to deprive him of it. Go- 
ing one day by the door of Paradife, he faid to 
the Angel, who kept it. . “* Give me leave to 
*° go in ; for I have a matter of great moment 
** to impart to the Servants of thy Lord”. The 
Angel having denied his requeft, he defired him 
to call the Serpent, who wae then a very fine 
creature, ‘The Serpent came ; and Lucifer defi- 
red him earneftly to give him leave to get into 
his body. ‘The Serpent did fo: he placed Luci- 
fer in the roof of his mouth, and carried him 
into Paradife. When he came near the Tree, 


the fruit whereof was forbidden, he endeavour- 
ed in vain to make Lacifer come out, The lat~ 
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ter ftood faft, and forced the Serpent to get up- 
on that Tree, under which Adam and Eve. ufed 
to fitdown. Eve was then alone near the Tree : 
fhe faw the Serpent, who fpoke to her in‘ thefe 
words : “ Charming Woman, if you would tafte 
“© this fruit, you would be like God himfelf in 
“° wifdom and knowledge. All the fecrets and 
<< all the myfteries you are now ignorant of, 
* would be. manifelted to you”. Adam came 
during that difcourfe. Eve told him what the 
Serpent had faid to her, and propofed to him to 
eat of the forbidden fruit. Adam rejected that 
propofal at firft; but he did not long refift the 
careffes of his wife. The Tree was a large Vine. 
Eve took twelve grains of a bunch of grapes: 
dhe gave eight to her husband, and kept four for 
her felf. Atthat very moment, Adam heard a 
terrible Voice, which faid to him: “ Woe to 
“ thee! Haft thou fo foon forgotten the only 
* Commandment thou hadft promifed to ob- 
“° ferve ? How comes it that thou haft polluted 
“* by thy greedinels the purity of my habita- 
“ tion” ? Adam, being confounded, excufed 
himfelf by laying the fault upon Eve, who ene 
deavoured to juftify herfelf by accufing the Ser- 
pent. God ordered the Angels to drive imme- 
diately Adam and Eve from Paradife, to ftrip 
them of their cloaths, and take away the crowns 
they had on their heads. The two Sinners im- 
plored in vain God’s mercy : their Creator was 
inexorable. The Angels brought them upon 
Earth, and feparated them ; they were placed at 
a great diftance one from another. Adam, be- 
ing without his Wife, and overwhelmed with 
grief, took no nourifhment for thirty days.. At 
laft, the Angel Gabrie/ came down from Hes- 
. 2 - . VER 
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yen to comfort him: he taught him to plow 
the ground, and to live by his induftry. It is 
written that he laboured forty years in the fweat 
of his-brow. ‘The time of his penitence being 
expired, God was appeafed, and reftored to 
him his Wife, who had alfo very much fuffered 
in her folitude. It was on the top of Mount 
Arafat near Mecca, that Adam and Eve met 
again: they wept for joy, and embraced one 
another with an inexpreflible tendernefs. 


Befides the Account of what was done in 
Heaven before the Creation of the World, this 
Volume contains an hiftory of the pofterity of 
Adam and Eve, as far as Noah. A defcription 
of the Deluge. The Life of Abrabam, and the 
diftinftion of the two Lines of J/aac Father of 
the Jews, and J/bmaei Father of the Arabians. 
A difcourfe upon the miraculous: Light, which 
appeared upon the Forehead of Mabomet and of 
his Anceftors. The Lives of the three imme- 
diate Predeceffors of Mahomet. I need not give 
a particular account of thofe matters. 


The fecond Volume, which is not come to’ 


my hands, contains among other things the Hi- 
ftory of Mahomet. ‘The ceremonies of the Ma- 
hometans. A remarkable defcription of the iaft 
Judgment. An account of the Lunar Year of 
the Mufulmans, of their feftivals, faftings, de- 
votions, and other curiofities never mentioned 
by any European Author. Maxims, Sentences, 
and important Obfervations, colleéted out of the 
beft Eaftern Writers, and never before printed 
it Englith. 
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ARTICLE XLIV. 


CALCULUS Vefice ingens, per fuppura- 
tionem excretus, & defcriptus per PE- 
TRUM MartTIN, M. D. 


This Article is taken from the Acta Literaria 
Suecie, printed at Upfal, ‘Trimeftre pri- 
mum Anni 1726. 


NNO 1725, menfe Martio, vocatus fuit 

CuristTrANus Wutrr, Legionis Uplan- 
dice Chirurgus dexterrimus, ad rufticum quin- 
quagenarium, Fobannem ‘fobannis filium, in pa- 
recia Balinge, & pago Higfa, habitantem. 
 omrmag ille de cruciatibus calculi vehemen- 
tiffimis, quibus ante annos duos laborare coépe- 
rat, ftillante jam urina continuo, foetida valde 
& purulenta ; cum & exulceratum effet ipfum 
collum vefice, imo & urethra, cum valida in- 
flammatione penis & preputii. 

Applicabatur ftatim fomentum ex aqua calcis, 
cui lapis medicamentofus & Camphora admixta 
fuere, facta fimul aliquoties per urethram injectione 
effentie Myrrhe & fyrupi Violarum : & quam 
vis dolor hinc aliquantulum mitigari coepit, cum 
& inflammatio fubfideret, & urinam tandem fine 
ardore seddere poffet eger ; ipfe tamen Chirur- 


gus 
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gus pejora timens, cum immiffo per anum di- 
gito, ibidem, ad collum vefice, durum quendam 
tumorem fentiret, & certior hinc faétus calcu- 
Jum adeffe grandiorem, ut fibi fetione confule- 
ret eger, hortator fuit. 

Propter fenium & metum noluit eandem rutfti- 
cus 5 ke cum animo {uo non aliud agitaret quam 
omnipotentiffimi Dei auxilium, ecce! menfe ab 
illinc quarto, poft immaniflimos trium dierum 
cruciatus, ingenti inflammationi & urine fu 
preffioni junctos, prorumpit calculus ille, parata 
fibi per fuppurationem via, eo in loco, ubi fecti- 
ones ordinario inftitui folent, magnitudine ovi 
gallinacei majoris, uncias duas & drachmam unam 
pendens, friabilis valde, grifeus & textura fua 
faxulo arenario fimilis. 

Aberat illo tempore Chirurgus : qui reverfus 
opem fuam 2groto porro commodaturus, vul- 
nus quidem & fimul veficam, ab ingenti puris 
& muci, qui minimo calore in materiam calcae 
tiam ftatim abibat, nec non fabuli copia, libe- 
tavit ; fed cum poft vulneris accuratiorem in- 
fpectionem, cui fimu! adfui, cogitans ille non 
aliud quam ejufdem confolidationem, deprehen- 
deret in vefica alium iapidem grandiorem ad- 
huc, adcretum finiftro ejufdem lateri paulo fu- 
pra collum, & tunica quadam membranofa in- 
volutum, quem nullo modo ex loco fuo movere 
poterat, ut apertum teneretur idem vulnus ali- 
quo tempore, confultius duxit ; invigilaturus 
interea, fi non feparationi calculi adcreti, que 
impoffibilis videbatur, faltem comminutioni, 
Qufdem ; adhec, ut urine per vulnus jam 
afiduo ftillanti, viam naturalem iterum refi 
tueret. 
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Poterat per forcipem aliquo modo minuere 
calculum, vel faltem impedire, ne grandior fie. 
ret, auferendo inde varia fragmenta & unum 
drachmas circiter duas pendens ; verum immiffio 
catheteris per urethram, in veficam ufque pene- 
tratura, etfi fepiffime & omni modo tentata, ob 
coalitam tamen urethram verfus principium, ut 
videbatur, fruftanea fuit ; adeo ut tandem co- 
geretur Chirurgus fiftulam conficere argenteam, 
cum appenfo utriculo ex metallo confecto, quam 
vulneri poftea, ligatura convenienti aptavit, tran- 
fitum hoc modo urine ex vefica in utriculum 
conceffuram ; permittens preterea vulneri, quod 
fanari amabat, & per cujus aperturam commi- 
nutio lapidis Jatentis fruftra amplius tentabatur, 
ut quantum fieri poffet, coiret. 

Vifus eft eger ab hoc tempore priftinam {2- 
nitatem quodammodo recuperaffe, cum & tem- 
plum adire, & reliqua fuze domus munia fine 
dolore obire poffet : verum, qua diutius ipfi non 
frui licuit, quam verfus finem menfis Novem- 
bris, cum recrudefcente morbo, & fuppreffa ite- 
rum urina, fine dubio ob inclufi lapidis augmen- 
tum, quod & fe fentire in extremo vite dicebat 
fepifime, omnia in pejus irent, & mors tandem 
doloribus exquifitiffimis optatum finém impo- 
neret. | 

Oppido rarum hunc cafum dixerim, ‘nec cui- 
quam antea, quantum mihi quidem videre licuit, 
obfervatum. Cogor autem plurima, que in hoc 
morbo rimari animus mihi fuit, & jam defide- 
rari {cio, ob negatam cadaveris apertionem, prot 
fus intacta relinquere. : 
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A. ROT LC L.E. XLV, 


An Essay for a general Regulation of the 

| Law, and the more eafy and fpeedy ad- 
vancement of Fuftice. Addrefs’d to the 
Right Honourable PetER Lord Kine, 
Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain. 

« Perufed and approved by feveral eminent 

_Perfons. By a Gentleman of the Weft 
Riding of the County of York. London: 
Printed for Stephen Auften, at the Angel, 
over-againft the North Door of St. Paul's. 
1727. in 8vo, pagg. 239. 
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Sy Author fays, that being fenfible, and 
in part from experience, of the great difs 
ficulties the Subjects labour under from the ex- B -ighe+ 
ceflive delays and expences in the adminiftra+ By is. ane 
tion of Juftice, and that from this defect arifes the . aoe 
principal grievance of the Britifh Conftitution ; 
he has ever thought, that to provide a remedy 
in this behalf, would be, in a very eminent de- 
gree, to deferve well of the Publick, and to 
difcharge a debt which Nature has contra¢ted, 
the Service of his Country. 
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This Work is addreffled to my Lord High 
Chancellor of Great Britain. ‘The Charaer 
which the Author gives of that great Magi- 
ftrate, appears to me fo glorious and fo juft, 
that I think it my duty to infert it here at 
length. ‘* My Lord, /ays the Author, it is not 
«© the eminent Seat of Juftice in which you are 
6€ placed, but the univerfal applaufe you have 
¢ gained for a diligent and impartial execution 
“¢ of that important Truft, that has obliged me 
© to offer this {mall Effay to your confidera- 
6 tion ; for, the fame confcientious zeal that 
“ difpofes you fo effectually to adminifter Ju- 
“¢ {tice in your own Province, may, in a higher 
“© degree of publick Service, induce you to 
© exert your abilities in removing thofe bar- 
¢ riers that impede the free and eafy decifion 
“* of Property in general, fince you have pro- 
© found Knowledge in the Law to difcern its 
** defects, Honour and Virtue to. poftpone all 
“¢ private views to a national advantage, and 
** are in a powerful fituation of life to promote 
*¢ fo noble an enterprize”. 


The Author believes, that in numerous Par- 
ticulars, the Britifh Laws are capable of great 
reformation, and not fo well adapted to the oc- 
cafions of the Age we live in, as to that in 
which they were made. Long experience (fays 
he) has fufficiently evinced the want of fuch a 
regulation, and that the prefent method of ad- 
miniftring Juftice is not formed upon fo reafon- 
able a bafis as might be contrived, fince Ages 
pafs away in the determination of one Law-cone 
troverfy, whole patrimonies are confumed in the 
profufe expences, and Subjects of all conditions 

« are 
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sre agreed in this, that “tis lefs opprefhon to 
fuffer injuries, than to perfevere in the purfuit 
of Right through its difficult and endlefs Laby- 
rinths. The Author wifhes that the Projedt he 
offers, may be executed under the prefent hap- 
py Eftablifhment, “ in the reign of an indul- 
“ gent Prince, whofe Proteftant Succeffion is 
“ the life and vigour of our Laws, and the 
“ only fupport and prefervation of our Church 
“ and State”. And certainly, continues the 
Author, “ a more favourable conjunCture could 
“ never be embraced, for bringing fuch a de- 
“ fign to a {peedy and happy period, than un- 
“€ der this aufpicious Government. For, His 
“ Sacred Majefty has, through the whole feries 
“* of his reign, given fuch fignal proofs of his 
“ being a tender nurfing Father of his People, 
“ fo careful a Preferver of their Ecclefiaftical 
“ and Civil Rights, fo affiduous an Efpoufer of 
“ the trade, riches and profperity of his Sub- 
“ jects, that no increafe of Liberty or Fran- 
“ chife for them could be with more alacrity 
* prefented, than it would receive the finifhing 
* ftroke of his Royal Impreffion”. *Tis cer- 
tain that the reign of good Kings is the proper 
time to make good Laws. 

Projeéts of Reformation generally meet with 
fo much oppofition, and draw fuch an odium 
upon the Projectors, that it will be eafily be- 
lieved, nothing but an uncommon honefty, and 
a very great love for his Country, could have 
moved the learned Author of this Work to pra 
pofe a method for the amendment of the Law. 


I refer the Readers to his Performance. 
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ARTICLE XLVI 


ABO in Sweden. 


“Pine following Differtations have been the 
x G Academical Exercifes of this Univerfity, 
in the year 1725. De Certitudine recuperate {a- 
Jutis. De Panacea boreali. De Vuluere ventri- 
culi lethali.. Commentariolt in Urbani Hierne 
Pharmacopaiam portatilem. De Anima beftiarum. 
De Theodofio M. Roman. Augufto, ejufque excome 
municationis moralitate feu injufiitia. 


STOCKHOLM. 


n. Bioerner, who defigns to treat of tle 
Antiquities of Swedeu at large, has pubs 
lifhed an Effay of that Work. 


Erici Fulit Bioerner, Reg. Antig. Arch. Tranfh. 
Prodromus trattatuum de Geograpbia ‘Scandinavia 
weteri, €9 Hiftoriis Gothicis : exbibens fuccinttum 
yudicium de Scythie, Suethie € Gothie etymo, 
ut €? Runarum in cippis Helfingicis ac Medel | 
padicis inventarum etate, ufu atque ed<plicatione. 
Stockbolmie, apud Fob. L. Horrn, 1725. "Tis a 
Book of feven fheets in 4to. 





The 
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The following Book has been fince publifhed 
at Up/al. | 


| Rune Medelpadice ab importuna crifi breviter 
vindicate. AuttoreO.C. Upfalia, Literis War- 
uerianis. 1726. in 4to. 


AMSTERDAM. 


L A ey de P Abbe de Choify. 'Thofe Me- 
moirs contain the Hiftory of the Court 
of France. ‘Two Volumes in 12°, 


II. Ovid’s Metamorphofis, newly tranflated 
into French by Abhé Banier, a Member of the 


Academy of Belles Lettres at Paris ; with criti- 


cal remarks, and hiftorical explications. 


LETDEN., 


THere is here a project of printing by Sub- 
{cription a new Edition of all the Works 
of Cujas. 


GENREFr Ss 


ome Bookfellers of this City have lately 
S bought one half of the Edition of a great 
Work, which is actually in the prefs at Luxem- 
burg. Here follows the title of it. 


Bullarium Magnum Romanum, ad Papam ufque 
Benedictum XIII bodie reguantem continuatum. 
4 


This Work will be divided into nine Volumes 
iy folio, The fix firft Volumes will contain all 
Bb 3 the 
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the Bulls of Popes, from St. Peter to Clement X. 
The feventh will take in thofe of Innocent XI, 
Alexander VIIl and Innocent XII. The eighth 
Volume thofe of Clement XI, Innocent XIII, 
and Benedict XIII. The ninth and laft Volume 
will confift of thofe Bulls of all the Popes, that 
have been omitted in all the former Editions. 
The three laft Volumes being only additions, 
fome few Copies will be feparately printed for 
thofe who have the Editions already publithed, 
This new Edition is made from that of Rome 
in fix Volumes in folio, which has been pre- 
ferred to that of Lyons. becaufe in the latter 
feveral Bulls are wanting, which the Bookfellers 
were obliged to leave out. The whole Work 
will be printed in a fine character, and upon 
fine paper. 


TOULOUSE. 


Ather Charles Fleury, one of the Profeffors 

of Rhetoric in the Academical College of 
the Jefuits, will fhortly publifh the Héfory of 
Cardinal de Zournon, Minifter of France under 
four Kings. 


PARTS. 


i. Ah Authors of the Memoirs of Trevoux 
for May 1727, have publifhed the fol- 
lowing piece of News from Angers. 


On the 13. of March 1727, at a quarter of 
an hour paft nine in the evening, the North 
being lighted after an unufual manner, we {aw 

oe | a Rain- 
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¢ Rain-bow very well formed, and equal in its 
continuity, every where of the fame yellowith 
colour, not very lively. It feemed to be about 
three feet broad. It reached from Eaft to 
Weft, denoting nearly the courfe of the Sun, 
when it is in the Sign of Cancer. 


= @II. Memoires de Frangois de Paule de Cler- 

mont, Margnis de Monglat, Meftre de Camp du 
Regiment de Navarre, Grand-Maitre de la 
Garde-Robe du Roy, & Chevalier de [es Or- 
adres, contenant P biftoire de la guerre entre la 
France & la Maifon @ Autriche, durant P admi- 
nitration du Cardinal de Richelieu & du Cardinal 
Mazarin, fous les Regnes de Louis XIII & de 
Louis XIV, depuis la declaration de la guerre en 
1635, jufqu a la Patx des Pirenées en 1660. 
Four Volumes in 12°. Thefe Memoirs are 
efteemed. 


III. The following piece of News from Rome 
has been printed in the Memoirs of Irevoux for 
April 1727. : 


A very fcarce brafs Medallion, and perhaps 
the only one extant, was found under ground, 
as they were digging to lay the foundations of 
the Stables which Clement XI began to build. 
Cardinal de} Fudice gave it to Monfignor Anf- 
dei. On the one fide the Emperor Alexander 
appears, crowned with laurel, Jooking upon his 
- mother, with this Infcriprion: IMP. SEVE- 
RUS ALEXANDER AUG. JULIA 
oh MAEA AUG. /Underneath, MATER 
AUG. 


Bb 4 On 
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On the reverfe, the fame Emperor fits upon 
a ftarry celeftial Globe, laying his hand upon 

a kind of circle, which feems to reprefent the 
~ terreftrial Globe, with four little children ftand. 
ing at the feet of the Emperor, whom they ca- 
refs : one of them is out of the circle, and the 
three others are in it: they feem to reprefent 
the four Seafons of the year. On the right fide 
of the Emperor, Jupiter ftanding holds a pike, 
and feems to difcourfe with him. Behind the 
Emperor is Victory winged, who holds a branch 
of a palm-tree in her left hand, and with the 
right a Crown raifed above the Emperor’s head. | 
The Legena is: TEMPORUM FELI- 
CITAS. 


There is in the fame Journal another piece of 
News from the Ifle of Guadaloupe in America. 


Aug. 30.1726. Within thefe few days a great 
multitude of Caterpillars over-ran part of -this 
Ifland : they were about four inches long, and 
as big as the little finger : they confumed in 
one night a large Magnoc-field. 'To prevent 
their coming to us, and keep them off from our 
plantation, we refolved to go and deftroy them 
in the plantations of our neighbours : we found 
that they had filled feven or eight barrels with 
them, and we filled above thirteen in one day 
and a half. 


IV. Mr. de la Grive, a Prieft, propofes to 
publifh by Subfcription a new Plan of Paris aud 
dts Suburbs, drawn geometrically. It will con- 
fift of fix fheets engraved, which being put to- 
gether, will make a Map fix feet long and five 


tect high, reckoning the margins. ‘That Map, 
which 
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which has been for many months in the En- 
graver’s hands, will be publifhed in the year 
1728. 


a6 'V. «Liberius, a Tragedy, has been printed. 

The Author protefts in his Preface, that he had 
neither read, nor heard any body read the Tra- 
gedy of Agrippa, when he compofed his drama- 


tic piece. | 
_ I. The fecond and third Volumes of the 
new Voyage round the World, by Mr. Le Gentil, 
are come out. | * 


VII. A Supplement to Father Ca/met’s Di&i- 
onary of the Bible, in two Volumes 7 folio, 
and as large as the Diétionary itfelf, is to be 
printed by Subfcription. There will be in it a 
hundred and fifty Copper-plates finely engraved, 
reprefenting many ceremonies and antiquities of 
the Hebrews, their punifhments, their orders 
of battel, their fieges, machines, ftratagems of 
war, and fome profpects of the moft famous 
Towns in the Holy Land. 


VIIL. Seleé¢a Carmina, Oratione/que clariffime- 
rum quorundam in Univerfitate Parifienfi Profe{fo- 
rum. IN 12°, pags. 350. 


This Volume contains about ninety five {mall 
pieces 'in verfe, and feveral Hymns, compofed 
within thefe fifty years by feventeen famous Pro- 
feffors of the Univerfity. The Notes are writ- 
ten in French. 


IX. Ya- 
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IX. Zabule Aftronomice Ludovici Magn; 
juffu &8 munificentia exarate, & in lncem edite, 
in quibus Solis, Lune, reliquorumque Planetarum 
motus ex ipfis obfervationibus, nulla adbibita hy. 
pothefi traduntur, babenturque precipuarum. fixa 
rum in nofiro Horizonte confpicuarum pofitiones, 
By Mr. de Ja Hire, a Member of the Royal 
Academy of Sciences, Regius Profeffor of Ma- 
thematics. 1727. in 4to. , 


X. Abbé Zournely goes on with his Latin | 


Theological Treatifes, and defigns to print an 
Abridgment of them for the ufe of the Semi- 
naries. 


XI. Premier Recueil des Lecons de Mathema- 
tiques, dittées au College Royal, dans lefquelles 
font contenues €9 démontrées toutes Jes proprietex 
fondamentales des Nombres, €8 tous Jes Calculs 
qui ont été trouver jufqu a prefent, &c. A Pas 
ris. 1726. in 12°. page. 458. 


Mr. Privat de Molieres, Profeffor in the Royal 
College, and a Member of the Academy of 
Sciences, is the Author of this Work. 


. See. the fecoud Volume of this ‘fournal, pag. 
39: 


XII. There is a great difpute between the 
Bifhop of Soiffons, and the Benedictin Monks 
ofthe Abbey of St. Cornelius at Compiegne. ‘The 
Bifhop complains of thofe Monks in the fol- 
lowing words: They afcend the Pulpit without 
miffion, {ays he, and make others preach, who 
bave no more authority to do it than themfelves. 
They diftribute abfolutions without power. They 


dire the Nuns, notwithfanding the coer 
0 
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of the Bifbop. They go freely and frequently into 
their Convent. hey [uffer Laymen and Wo- 
men to go into thofe Monafteries, fo far as to 
permit that Violins and Dances Soould be feen 
there. ‘This has obliged the Bifhop of Soiffons 
to examine the Claim of thofe Fathers. He 
pretends that the old Charters upon which 
they ground their privileges, are all fuppofiti- 
tious. 


XIII. Reponfe de M. Gibert a /a Lettre de 
M. Rollin, ancien Recteur de P Univerfité. A Pa 
ris. 1727. in 12°. page. 26. 


The following paffage contains a general no- 
tion of the principal matters treated of by Mr. 
Gibert in his obfervations upon Mr. Rodin’s 
Work. Let us conclude, Sir, becaufe the 
© Cafe, as you fay, is fufficiently cleared. When 
© do you think, judgment will be given on your 
© fide ? It will be, when Gicero is looked upon 
a5 ati Orator, who gives the tafte of the hear- 
“© ers for the rule of ftyle ; when the method 
“ of inftru@ting children fhall be confounded 
“ with that of inftructing people grown in 
** years ; when upon amplification, the paffions, 
“* the proofs and their difpofition, the precepts 
“ received by all Mafters fhall be Jaught at ; 
when the feveral forts of eloquence fhall be 
© confounded, and when Authors who write 
*© well, but who overthrow all the rules, fhall 
“ be accounted good guides ; when this princi- 
** ple of Seweca fhall be approved, that the di/po- 
“¢ fition of words does not become a manly elo- 
“ quence, or a grave man ; when one may be 
* allowed to have no exac¢tnefs in his citations, 
** or to take the tranflations of others, without 
* anfwering for them ; when it is believed that 
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“¢ (peaking to the imagination, is not {peaking to 
<¢ the judgment ; when ’tis believed that a pretty 
“ exalt Rhetoric teaches only to be filent ; when 
“ ITfocrates is looked upon as a man, who does 
S¢ not deferve to be beard, and Demofthenes as 
‘© an Orator who takes no more cloth than be 
“ qwants to cover bimfelf ; when all thefe things 
“¢ are accounted the method and doétrine of the 
*° Univerfity of Paris, then, Sir, you will car. § 
“ ry the Caufe”. 


LONDON. 


I. Wo Have received two Books, of which I 
| fhall give an account as foon as poffi- 
ble. The firft is a Dialogue between a Popifh 
Prieft, and a plain Countryman, by the Reve- 
rend Dr. Felton: fold by Benj. Motte, near the § 
Middle Temple-Gate. The fecond is the Hi- 
ftory of Fapan, written by Dr. Kempfer, and 
tranflated into Englifh by Mr. Scheuchzer. 


II. A Book containing feveral obfervations 
upon the Errors of the Church of Rome is 
newly come. out. 


The Grounds of the Roman-Catholic-Faith exa- 
mined, in two Dialogues between an Englifb-Ca- 
tholic and a Roman-Catholic. Being a Confuta- 
tion of the Grounds of the Catholic Faith afferted 
in a late Book entituled, England’s Converfion 
and Reformation compared, €c. By a Clergy- 
man of the Church of England. London : Priut- 
ed by W.S. for R. Wilkin, at the King’s 
Head in St. Paul’s Church-Yard. 1727. in 8v0 
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